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Amendment passed; clause as amended
agreed to,

Clauses 77 to §3—agreed to.

Clause S4—Board of Coneiliation :

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : This was
new. Was there an appeal 7

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There was no appeal from this board,
The assessors had to sign an agreement
that they would be bound as by a decision
of the court.

Hon, J. W, HACEETT : Must the
board be unanimous and was there the
right of appeal ? _

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There was no right of appeal, but he
thought the board must be unanimous.
The award was made binding. After the
late timber trouble a board of concilia-
tors was appointed to settle a question
in connection with an engineers’ dispute,
and the board was appointed under a
similar provision to this,

.Question passed.

Clause 85—agreed to.

Clanse 86—Unions of Government em-
ployees—amended verbally.

Clauses 87 to 96—agreed to.

Rill reported with amendments ;
adopted.

report

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjommed at 9 o’clock, until
the next day.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
o’clock pom. *

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier—1, Industrial Coneili-
ation and Arbitration Act—Report by
Registrar to .31st December, 1006. 2,
Public Library of Western Australia—
Report for 1906-7.

By the Minister for Mines : 1, Papers
re inspection of Boilers at Collie—Re-
turn ordered on motion by Mr. Scaddan
dated 31st July.

GERALD BROWNE CASE, PAPERS.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, in lay-
ing on the table the depositions and
papers in conneection with the prosecu-
tion of CGerald Browne, the depaositions
on the inquest of Marley, also the corres-
pondence and papeérs in connection with
the Gerald Browne case, said : I desire
the leave of the House to say that on
looking through the files in reply to a
verbal inquiry as to whether the finding
of the magistrate that wounding was
lawful, eovering the counsequences of such
wounding, [ gave an opinion which
would be apparent to every member that
the magistrate’s finding that the wound-
ing was lawful would stand, subject of
course to any vevision that might be
made of sueh decision by the authorities.
1 make that statement bheeause, being a
purely formal matter it escaped my
memory. It is a rule of law, and does
not affect the particular merits of the
case.
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CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 desire to intimate
to the House that I have nominated the
member for Dundas (Mr. C. A. Hudson)
as a temporary Chairman of Commitiees.

'

QUESTION—RAILWAY
TIVES SOLD.

Mr. BATH asked the Mimster for
Railways: 1, How many Jocomotives have
been sold since 1900 up to the present
date ? 2, To whom have they been
sold 2 3, What was the price paid for
each engine ¥ 4, Whether all the loco-
motives thus dtspo‘sed of have been pfud
for. 5, What was the cost of repairing
each locomotive ¥ 6, Did the purchasers
pay for the repairs, or were the repairs
effected by the Railway Department prior
to purchase ¥ 7, What was the first cost
of the locomotives by the department 2

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied:
to move for a retwrn. It is impossible
te get the information without some de-
lay ; but if the hon. member will give
notice of a motion I shall endeavour by
next VWednesday to bave the papers
ready.

Mr. Bath gave notice of motion,

LOCOMO-

QUESTION—EXPERIMENTAL
FARM, NANGEENAN.

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, What changes have recently
been made in the managerial control of
the Experimental Farm at Nangeenan?
2, What salary is being paid fo the pre-
sent occupant? 3, What length of ex-
perience has he had in practical farm
work? 4, What are his qualifications
for the position?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Mr. Robinson, who was mana-
ger, has been appoinied Inspeciing Man-
ager for all State Farms. Mr. L. Al
Solomon has been appointed working
foreman, and receives his instructions
from the Inspecting Manager. 2, The
working foreman’s salary is £136 per an-
num, 3, He has had several years farm-
ing experience in the Northam Distriet.
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I must request the hon. member,
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4, He is known to be a practical farmer
and is suitable in all other respects for
the position he occupies.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
CHAPMAN SURVEY,

Mr. T. L. BROWN asked the DMinister
for Works: 1, Is it a fact that the sur-
veyor on the Chapman line has received
instructions to make a permanent survey
of same, eommencing from Crowther
Junction? 2, If so, who suggested Crow-
ther as a starting point, and why was it
adopted? 3, Why were the four routes
with their starting points, recommended
by Lands Offieer Thomson, not eonsidered
or looked at by the Survey Department?
4, If not too late will the Minister order
an inspection of said rountes hy profes-
sional men?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Suggested by the
Senior Engineering Surveyor, after a
thorough examination of the country, for
the following reasons:—(a.) A line from
Crowther is casier of econstruetion and
wonld avoid the steep and difficult grades
on the Northampton dine; (&) This
junction is most convenient for working
from the point of view of the working
railways; (c¢.) The agricultural areas
are best opened up by the route sug-
gested. 3, They were considered. 4,
Answered by No, 3.

QUESTION—GRANT TO MEMBER

RETIRED. a
Mr., F. Illingworth.

Mr. FOULKES asked the Premier:
1, Is it proposed to make a financial -
grant to Mr. Illingworth, and if so, what
amount? 2, Will the Colonial Treasurer
give the House an opportunity of dis-
cussing the question before any amount
after this date is paid to Mr. Iilingworth @

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, £1,000.
2, Yes.

Mr. FOULKES : On that answer I
would like to ask, without notice, whether
any amount up to now has been paid to
Mr. Illingworth ¢
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The PREMIER :
has been paid.

A ecerfain amount

QUESTION—SEWAGE FILTER
BEDS, PERTH.

Alr. HARDWICK asked 1lie Minister
for Works : 1, Why was the gauge of
metal for the Filter Beds in connection
with the Perth Deep Drainage scheme al-
tered fram 3 inches to G inches 7 2,
What is the difference in cost hetween
supplying 3-ineh and G-ineh metal for
such work 9 3, Whether this difference
in cost was a direct saving to the State,
anid if so, what amount ? 4, Whether
any further subsidence in the foundations
or work has taken place since the date
of the City Fugineer’s veport ? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, The 3-inch gange was adopted
as far as practicable as a minimum in
order to avoid the insertion of any small
stone which would eonstrict the air space.
The stone as supplied is considered to be
that most suitable for the purpose.
There is less than 10 per eeut. of G-inch
stone 1n the filters. 2, There is no differ-
ence in cost between 3-ineh, 4-inch, and
G inch metal as supplied from the quar-
ries, but stone so supplied . ineludes all
the fine stone made by the crushers. In
the case of the stone for the filters the
contractor was pub to extra expense in
taking out the fine material. 3, There
was no direet saving made. 4, Since the
date of the City Lngineer's report of
25th June, 1907, there has been a sub-

stdence of 3) ineh (three-quarters of an

ineh). ¢

QUESTION —PUBLIC SERVICE

© CLASSIFICATION, PROFESSIONAL,

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier: 1,
Has the classification of the Professional
Division of the Civil Service heen com-
pleted by the Public Service Commis-
sioner ¢ 2, Has a draft or completed
classification been subinitted for Minis-
terial econsideration 7 3, When will the
classification he made public ¢ 4, Will a
copy of the classification be laid on the
table of {his Chamber ¢ .

[ASSEMBLY.]

Water Meters, Rent.

The PREMIER replied : 1, No. 2,
No completed classification bas been sub-
mitted. 3, At an early date. 4, Yes.

MOTION—WATER METERS RENT.
Ar. H, DAGLISH {Subiaco) moved—
That i the opiion of this House the

charge of rent for water melers imposed
by the Metropolitan Water Works Board
is an unnecessary and veratious lax which
presses unduly upon ronsumers, and par-
tewlarly upen small householders.

He said: In submitling (his motion {o

the House, I may point out there have

been several different methods adopted
in levying the charges for water con-
sumption within the vadius of Perth and
suburbs, by the Perth Waterworks Board.

There has been the system of charging

a tax or rale on the annual value with a

mintmum,  There has been the system of

charging in some instances a 1ax am area,
amd there has heen a third system of
charging a direct tax for consamption,
to whieh has been added a charge for
rent  of meters used for the pur-
pose of determining that eonsumption,
Of late a poliey has been adopted by the

Minister controlling the Metropolitan
Water Suapply of inereasing  enart-
onsly the use of ineters. The eonse-

quence of this is that, if the praetice he
continued, practically every consuner
will in the course of time T presume be
charged, not solely for the consumption
of the water he uses when it am-
ounts to more than that proportion
his rate entitles him to, but also when it
amounts la Jess than that preportion. In
other_words there wight be the adoplion
of a poliey of charging the consumer for
the total guaniity he consumes, irrespee-
tive of that which he is allowed in re-
spect of the rate he pays. In conneetion
with this watter of neters, the Met-
ropolitan - Watérworks Board is  going
farther than any other water supply board
has gone in the Eastern States. The
only place where there has been anything
like the same pereentage of metering con-
sumers is in Adelaide, where fhere e
G0 per cent. of the establishments metered
as against 43 per cent. in Perth: but in
Adelaide no charge is made for meter
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renri. In the other capitals the meiers
are aflixed in factories or establishments
where a large mumber of horses or catile
1= kept, such as for instance in dairies,
which are naturally very heavy consamers
of water. Meters are also fixed in the
establishments of uny other unduly large
eonsuners; but the ordinary househaolder,
even although the house he is in has a
-small garden plot attaehed 1o it, is not
requitived to pay a meter rent. T do not
desire to ask the House to say that the
practice of paving for the waler eon-
sumed is a wrong one. It would be a

reasonable thing  for the House to
express au  opinien, either that the
charge should be on the aetual eon-

swmplion or {he rate, and not on hoth
or either as it suits the department. Tf
we are to adopt the prineiple of meter-
g  and  eharge on  consumption, we
should make it apply all round and
charge tlie individual, whether the con-
sumpilion is smaller or larger than is
represented by the payvment of one shil-
ling per peund on the annual valwe of
the property he resides on,  In  any
event a =pecinl rate for a meicr is un-
fair because it.iz nnequal, and .its in-
equality is suelt that it presses most
Lheavily on the poorest householder andt
the sieallest consumer.  Great merit has
heen made of the reduelion of the price
“uf water from Zs. to 1s. 6d. per thou-
sand wallems: but the practice of meter-
ing small tenerments and eharging a rent
for thrse meters bhas in a large extent
not unly eounterbalanced (he redueiion
in the price of water, but has inereased
i ereatly above 2s. a thousand gallons
in a large nmber of instances. Tene-
menis of the anual value of less than
£20 have becn metered in a large num-
her of cases. A return 1 called for
some  little  time ago, and which was
laid on the table of the House, shows
that 1enements mumbering 983, of the
antual value of £20 or less. are metered.
[The Afinister for Works: What about
the pereentage?] [ did not eall for in-
formation ag to percentages, not as to
the total numher of meters in existence.
The only information given was in re-
ward to the number of tenements of the
annual value of £20 or under. from £2(
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to £30 and from £30 io £30 and, in ad-
ditien, the capiial cost for meters placed
in private residences. There were 983
persons whose residences are of the
annual value of £20 or less on whom
meters were imposed, with the accom-
panving meter charge. It a householder
uses only the supply his rate pays for,
or less than that supply—or in ofher
words uses only the 20s. worth of water
a vear for which he pays, abont 13.000
wallons—he is eharged no less than 30
per cent. inerease on the estimated value
of the water. [ have had cases brought
under my notiee which show an enor-
mows- inerease even on that 50 per cent.
imposition. I will mention one of {hese
cases which 1 discovered vecently in my
own distriet.  In July, 1906, a an
living by himself in a small tenement
on a small bloek of land. and having nu
wife or family, was required, although
obviuusiy his requivements of water for
demestic purposes must necessarily be
small, to pay a meter renl. A meter
was installed and in 12 months—that
was up te last month—the consumption
as shown by that meter was 5,000 gal-
lors. That quantity cost the consmner
30s., of (his sun, 10s. representing the
meter rent and £1 the rate payable in
regard to ithe premises. The registra-
tion of 8,000 gallons represented the full
amouni of water ennsuimed and repre-
senled alse o charge of  3s. 9d. per
thousand gallous te that particular con-
sumer. There are other eases of the
same sort that can be cited, but it is
unnecessary to go into them. Tlie pre-
sent position is that a man with the
smallest  annual value i& paying the
hizhest priee for water. while a man
with the largest annual value payvs pro-
portionatety the lowest price.  Afier
all, this 10s, meter reni is an admini-
strative charge; it is part of the rost
of administralion and eolleetion by the
Walerworks Board. and should be
charged as sueh. While it is charged
as rent the large consumer and the small
eonsumer alike have to pav the same
amount, which does not at all represent
a proportion of the amount of the value
they get in the waier they receive aund

utilise from the Waterworks Board. I
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contend that if we are going to have
this meter system—and we must recog-
nise that the interest on cost of meters
and sinking fund will have to be pro-
vided. and we nust also reeognise thal
maintenanee will have to be provided
by the consumer—if it be deeided that
this system of mefering and e¢harging
according to water actually con-
sumed is to be mainiained, it would
be mueh better to have a small in-
crease in the " priee of water as
a direet charge rather than retain
the present system of charging the indi-
vidual with the meter rent. It is simply
absurd for a practice to continue to exist
which places the holder of a small tene-
ment -sueh as the one I have just re-
ferred to, where about 3,000 gallons of
water were used per annum, in the posi-
tion of having to pay a meter rent of
10s. unless every house in the whole
metropolitan and suburban distriet is to
be metered. If that were done, it would
be far hetter to make the charge for
meters as an administrative one, a part
of the cost of supplying the water. If
that were done it would probably amount
to an incease all round in the cost of
water of from one penny to twopence.
I have not been able from a perusal of
the report of the Waterworks Board to
arrive at the actual inerease that the re-
mission of the meter rent would represent
in the charge for water, but at all events
it would mean an increase of not more
than between one pennyand twopence. In
other words the result would be that the
individual, instead of paying the present
price of 1s, Gd. a thousand gallons, would
have to pay 1s. 7d. or 1s. 8d. a thousand
gallons. This would be very different
from the case I stated, where an unfor-
tunate oceupier had to pay at the raie of
Js. Hd. per thousand gallons for water.
Under the system I suggest, every person
would pay an equal proportion according
to the amount of water he consumed. I
contend it is the small householder who
is the person who should receive special
consideration. We want to encourage
the beautifying of lhomes by the estab-
lishment of gardens and their mainten-
ance duoring the swnmer season. It is
in the interests of the community gener-

[ASSEMBLY.]

Charge of Rent for.

ally that as many of these little beauty
spots shall be provided around the met-
ropolitan area during the summer as
possible, therefore we should make the
charge on those less able to pay for water
as lowas possible,so long as the necessary
cost of administration and supply were
met. If the Minister chose to change
his policy by slightly inereasing the price
of water to counterbalance the abolition
of meter rents, I am quite certain the
general community would be more thor-
oughly satisfled than they are at present.
It is a matter of small importance to the
large comsumer whether the small con-
sumer gets the advantage of this abolition
of the meter rent or not for the in-
ereased cost to him wonld not in any case
be serious. At the present time a man
who oceupies a house worth £100 or £200
per annum pays exactly the same meter
rent as a man occupying a house not
worth more than £10, £15, or £20 per
aunum. The question of annual value
is not considered -at all in defining the
meter charges and I urge it would be far
better, if it be necessary to nrake a
charge at all, to do away with the charge
of metering and include the eost of main-
tenance and of meters in the charge for
water. I submit that argument to the
House as a justifieation for the motion
I have moved. I have no desire to em-
barrass the administration of this de-
partment by this motion, but I desire te
induce the Minister to adopt some more
fair, equitable, and advantageous system
of making the charges than is at the
present time in vogue.

Mr. J. BREBBER (North Perth): I
entirely agree with the action of the mem-
ber for Subiaco in moving this motion,
and would draw attention to the fact
that on several oceasions members of this
House and deputations representing rate-
payers in the metropolitan area have
brought the subjeet before the Minister
for Works, asking for his serious con-
sideration, but without avail. I therefore
think the member for Subiaco has taken
the right course in bringing the subject
before the House. I maintain there is
no necessity in any shape for the imposi-
tion of meter rents on the people of the
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metropalitan area; hecause the faet has
been demanstrated that fully two-thirds of
the water supplied in Perth and suburbs
does not pass through meters at all. If
. that water were paid for at scale rates,
the water service of Perth and suburbs
wonld yield to the board an income of ls.
to 1s. 6d. per thousand gallons; vet we
find on reference to the hoard’s figures
that the actval return received by the
board is a little over 6d. a thousand gal-
lons. To be fair, the Metropolitan Water-
works Board should take from its eapital
aceount a sum sufficient to put meters
into every conswmer’s premises in the
metropolitan avea. If that were doue,
-a substantial sum, sufficient to cover in-
terest and sinking fund on the necessary
outlay for meters would be earned from
the extra amount charged for as passing
through meters. I have no fear that
there would he any deficiency on the capi-
tal cost for meters, but rather a substan-
tial profit; becauvse at present, with the
water rate at ls. Gd. a thousand gallons,
the nett return to the board is only 6d.
ot 7d. a thousand gallons, for the simple
reason that two-thirds of the water sup-
plied does not pass through meters and
consequently is not paid for. That state
of affairs ought fo be changed, and if it

were changed by a general installation of -

meters as suggested, there would be no
necessity for charging rent of meters,
hecause the increased revenue would more
than cover the expense of putting in
meters, both sinking fund and capital
cost. The present charge for meters is
unjust, becouse as the mover has pointed
out, the impost bears equaily on the small
as on the large consumer, so that the man
who uses perhaps 10,000 gallons 2
month pays no more in meter rent than
the man who uses only 100 or 200 gal-
lons a month. The rate is therefore un-
fair, inasmuch as it weighs too heavily
on the small users. I have pleasure in
supporting the motion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price): On this question I am in a
somewhat peculiar position, because per-
sonally I find myself a good deal in sym-
pathy with the views expressed by the
mover and the member for North Perth.

(2} Aveust, 1907.1

Charge of Rent for. 363
{3fr. Fohnson: Then support the motion
and we will earry it.] But to some ex-
tent I am the inheritor of a policy and
a position which has praetically been
settled by my predecessor. I de not want
it to be inferred that I think he could
have adopted any other eourse than that
which was adopted, becaunse the water
supply of Perth is at present and has
been for some considerable time in a
peculiar position, for we know that we are
almost up to the limit of supply, under
present conditions. Efforts are being
made to increase owr supply temporarvily
for the next year or two, peuding the ini-
tiation and completion of alargerscheme;
but in the meantime we must, so far as
the Waterworks Board is coneerned, use
every endeavonr to prevent waste. That
was the position my predeeessor had
to face. He found a supply which,
if  carefully used, would be sufficient
for Perth for some few vears, he
found farther that a great amounnt of
waste was going on, and he entered into
a contract for the supply of several

" thousands of meters, intending to largely

inerease the metering of Perth,  [Afr,
Taylor : And introduced a new style of
meter.] Yes; a better meter than pre-
viously used. [Mr. Taylor : The rate-
payers do not say so.] If the hon. mem-
ber cares to inquire from engineers con-
nected with the department, he will soon
be able to satisfy himself that the posi-
tive meters at present used are for regis-
tering purposes far preferable to infer-
ential meters. I know that in defending
the use of a gas meter, or electrie light
meter, or water meter, it is a diffienlt
task; but situated as the Perth water
supply is at present, it is absolutely
nevessary for some two or three or pos-
sibly four years to have a complete sys-
tem of metering for preventing waste,
Practically coneurrently with the decision
to mitiate a more complete metering, a
drop was made in the price for excess
water. T thus found myself in this posi-
tion, that while a large capital expendi-
ture had been entered upon'shortly be-
fore I came into office, at the same time
there had been a reduction in price to
consnmers. If meter rents are to he
abandoned—and let me say the capital
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involved in meters is £23,541—there is
only one possible method of meeting the
difficulty, that is by inereasing the price
of water. It would mean that an in-
erease of 3d. per thousand gallons would
have to be e¢harged on all water supplied
and consumed by the general rateable
eonsumer—leaving out of econsideration
publie bodies, parks. and supplies of that
character ; the general consumer would
have to pay 3d. per thousand gallons
more for water to make up the deficiency
in revenue. TUp to the 30th June, 1906,
there was some 3,503 meters fixed in the
metropolitan area, representing a total
of 10,147 services, or 34l% per cent. of
the total serviees.

Mr. A, J. Wilson : What pervcentage
of consumers now pay meter c¢harges ¢

The MINISTER : T will give you that
presently. A vear later there were
5100 meters, with 11429 services, or
44145 per cent. The result was satisfac-
tory, because I think it will be admitted
on all hands that last year we had a long
dry summer, a season partieularly trying
te the Water Supply Department; but
we got through it without serious diffi-
culty, and were able to keep up a supply
as well as in previous vears. The re-
sult of metering was that we accounted
for 51.000,000 gzallons of water whieh
previcusly we were unable to account for.
T know the figures are disputed by some
engineers. Tt iz stated that 300,000,000
wzalluns of water in eonnertion with the
Perth Water Supply are not aceounted
for. Tt was with the objeet of en-
deavouring lo account for this large
amount of waste water that my predeces-
sor was indueed to go into this poliey of
metering. The member for Subiaco
would lead the Huuse ta infer (not in-
tentionally [ admit) that to charge for a
meter i a mest extraordinary procedure;
bui though in Adelaide, the only other
capilal ety which has a ecomprehensive
system of metering. no charge is made,
vet in all the other States and in most of
the large cities of England it is custom-
ary to charge a rent tfor meters.  [Mem-
Ler: Yes: wherr they meter anly a few.]
In Melhowrne, for instanee, 20 per cent.
of rervices are metered as peainst 3415
in Perth at the emd of June 1906, and
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rent for weters is eharged. The 20 per
cent. uetered in Melbourne represents
mueh more than those fixed to dairies,
stables, and market gardens. This im-
portant faet has to be remembered, thar
when there is a plentiful supply to meet
the demtand, there s not mueh veed 1o
waorry about a little waste; but where the
available supply is nat avy too large, (he
consideration of waste comes iy at once,
I' venture to say thalt in the metering
of the services, the board has
metered only those services where
there was vreason 1{o believe that
water was betng used largely  in ex-
cess of the reguirements of the property.
[Member: Nonzense.] 1t isx all very
well o say “nonsense.”  Members will,
I hape, recollect that seores of eomplaints
cotie in in conneetion with the water ad-
ministration—I  shall be glad to show
them to members, or to put them an the
table if desired—and in nine cases out
of ten it is shown the consmmer himself
is at fanlt. It I a moest uopopalar sup-
ply: water services always are, as every-
body =eemes to helieve that the meler
vegsters half ax much again as it ought
to do. [Mr. 4. J. Wilsor: That is true
often.' 1 venlure to say it is not true,
At all events, it a wmeter does register
more than it ought, a very simple methml
of settling the matter has been devised
by the department, The meter may be
taken ont and checked. and if found eor-
rect the eonsumer pavs the cost of {est-
ing: it it is found wrong, the depart-
ment pavs.  [Mr. 1 S Witson: But a
lot of guaraniee is required.] That is a
simple matter, and it is very frequently
done.  [Mr. Wilson: Most cumbersome.]
I knaw what I am talking about on this
subject, and I say there is no dificulty
about the making of fests, if a man
knows he is right: but most people o
not like the probability of its being
shown that their ideas as to the amount
of water inaceurately regislered are er-
TONEous.

My, Bath: Wait till you get notice ax
a consmer; then vou will agree that it
i a most cumberseme method,

Mr. 10 . Wilsen: When a meter s
tu he tested, you ake no allowanee for
the extra waler registered,



Waler Melers:

The MINISTER: Certainly we do. T
am  eonstamldy  authorising  sueh  allow-
ances: amdl if a meter i proved to he
wrong, a rehate i nrde on the basis of
recistration frow the previons reading.
Frr instanee, it in ihe beginning of June
4 person has reasan to think his meter
is regislering inm-('ul':ftel.\‘. and when he
gets his reading ot (he Hrst of July he
gets his meter testad, iF it is shown 1o be
Inacewrate, whatever perceninge ay he
shown to be inaceurate is taken off the
previous guarter’s reading. [ have made
maity of these allowanees © i iz not at
all unnsnal to wake that  vectifieation.
T, a= an hon. member says, nly five per
eent. was allowed, it was beeanse the
meter was shown to be wrong to the ex-
tent af five per cent. 1t has been con-
stautly =aid that the rents charged for
these meters have been unreasonable and
untair, bul as far as | can aseertain the
rents charged by 1he Metropolitan Waler-
warks Board have heen. it anything, con-
siderably lower than vents charged hy
other water supplies,

Mr. Seaddan © What is the average
life of a meter ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : 1
would not like to say offland, but T have
knowu meters to he working 10 vears,
while I koow ethers that have given out
within (hree or four vears. We charge
834 per cent on eoxl 3 in Sydney  {he
chavrge 1= ahout ) per cenl on cost, and
in Melbourne 12 per cent. For half-
inch meters we charre 1. whereas in
Leeds it is 12¢. and in Halifax 12«
while in Wigzan., a town very much the
same size az Perth, the chamre is 10 per
eent, on cost, When we get lown to
B3y per cent. as we o, it no more than
eovers the financial eharvges and cost of
upkeep in connection with meters.  (ne
thing has struck me as a most extraor-
dinary proceeding  in eonnection with
the agitation concerning meters. It is,
that wany local bodies running elecirie
Hght =ervices and  charging  rent  for
melers rexistering lizht have the audacity
to object to a charge for meters  that
rewister water. It wonld he intevesting
to asceriain what charges are made by
these loeal bodier tor rents ot meters
for registering light. The meher for
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Subiace is the Mayor of Subiaco. amld T
have nol the slighlest doubt we will hear
that the Suchiaco lighting plant——

Mr. Daglish @ Do you take these muni-
eipalities as a goide ? -

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
do not: but T think ihat if the wayor
of one of these municipalities—and a
mudel one at that as the member fur
Forrest sugpesi=—tinds this charge for
meters by (he Government such an in-
iquitons  procecding,  before movinge 2
motion in this House it was up to him
to explain (o his own eouncillors what
an iniquily they were perpetraling, and
to advise them that they should remove
this charge. One municipality charges
G0t per cent. on the cost of meters. In
no case does the charge get as low as
831 per cent. Of cowrse it 1= casy in a
matter of this sort to squeeze the {ivvern-
ment. The Governmenf is locked upon
as fair pame to knoek anything our of :
but T venture to think that it the Metro-
politan Water Sapply was a private con-
cern (here would not bhe the slighiest
hesilation in  paxing these charges.
Haowever, [ ask members {o recolleet that
shertly we lhave to initiate a larwer
scheme. 1 had hopes that the lnquiry
Board's report wonlid have heen reuly
three or Four weeks haek, but 1 am as-
sured now that it is within a few weeks
of completion.  As soon as that report
i ready  the Govermment will  come
down with smne complete scheme  for
a water supply for Perlh. possibly  for
the melropolitzn @ea: amd T osay the
preseit i= an inopportnne time  to in

any way decrease the fevenne f  the
banrd. | frankly adwmit thai in scme
cases  the incidence  of this  nweter

rent is unfair amd unreasonable, but I
have vet to learn of any charge that does
not in some way bear heavily on sone
pevple. We have heen obliged to enter
inte this more eomplete svstemn of meter-
ing in view ot the fact that in a year or
two we shall only bhave enough waler to
supply the reasonable requirements of the
city by exereising careful economy., Face
tn face with that pasition we must per-
sist i this inereased meterame. Then we
have the other fact to consider, that a
reduction of sixpence per thousand gal-
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lons has heen made in the case of excess
water, It would be most difficult to re-
place that charge, or any portion of it
at the present time. The better method
I ventare to think, if members will allow
me, iz to leave the question over until the
bigger question of the supply of the
whole metropolitan area is settled. [Mr.
Johnson : That is in five years’ time.]
There is one other matter that deserves
consideration. The Metropolitan Water
Supply is not thé only water scheme
under the control of the Government:;
we alse have the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply, the Fremantle Water Supply—
[Mr. Angewin: Which pays you well]
—the Claremont Water Supply, and the
Broome Water Supply. In all of these
meters are used, and the capital at pre-
-sent involved in the use of meters in the
Government Water Supply Department
is close on £30,000. We must be logical
in our dealings -with the publie in what-
ever part of the State we are working.
If it be determined in the Metropolitan
Water Supply to do away with the meter
charge, it would be only fair to do away
with it in other services. The member
for North Perth offered the suggestion
that every supply should be metered, and
that the charge for water should be made
by meter. There is something in that,
but I made a ealeulation offhand, and I
think it would eost at least £30,000 to
carry it out ; and just at present I think
it is inopportune to go in for such a
large expenditare. 1 appeal to the House
to take into consideration the exceptional
circumstanees of the Perth Water Sup-
ply, the possibility of initiating a new
scheme in the very near future, and for
the time being to leave this matter at
rest.

Mr. W, D. JOHNSON (Guildford) :
I desive to say a few words in support
of the motion. I was Minister for
Works at one time, and I seriously con-
templated abolishing meter renfs abso-
lutely. I came to the eonelusion that we
charged meter rents simply to gain a
certain amount of revenue. There isno
other argument advanced hy the depart-
-ment or by the Minister to-day for
¢harging rent for meters. There iscon-

+
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tinnal opposition te the meter rent,
largely due to the fact outlined by the
member for Subiaeo, that the small con-
sumer is the moan mostly penalised. If
he uses only a smal] amount over his
allowance the priee is considerably more
to him than to the man who uses a large
amount, because the same charge for rent
for the meter is made to the large con-
sumer as to the small ; consequently it

is an absolutely unjust tax. {afr.
Ware :  Prices varied for different
sized meters.] I believe there was a

slight alteration made ; I believe I made
the alteration in that regard, but I was
still of opinion that we could go farther,
and at the end of the finaneial year it
was my intention to abolish the meter
rent charges altogether,

The Minister for Works :
leave that on record ?

Mr. JOHNSON : T am going to ex-
plain that. We could not abolish them
at the end of the financial year, but it
was my intention to make an announce-
ment that at the end of a given term the
meter rents would be abolished, but that
in the meantinie there wonld be no ve-
duction in the price of water, and that
it was hoped by the increased popula-
tion an increased consumption would
bring in  increased revenue, In the
past we have been reducing the price of
water as increased consumption took
place year after year. I intended, not
to decrease the price of water, but at a
given time to abolish the meter rent, and
by an increased consumption to make up
the revenue, ®onsequently gaining the re-
venue from the water instead of from
the meters as we do to-day. I contend
it ecould be done ; I do not say straight
offt ; but if the Minister makes up his
mind to do it say in twelve months’ time,
it is quite possible there will be an elec-
tion in the meantime and he may not
have to do it ; I believe he would nof
have to do it ; but he could make the
announcement, and that would get over
the agitation. Increased consumption of
water would compensate for the loss of
the meter vents. I believe the motion
can safely be carried as a protest against
an unjust method of raising revenue, not

Did you
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only in the metropolitan area, but in
other distriets of the State.

My, W. C. ANGWIN (East Fre-
mantle) : T move an amendment : —

That the words * imposed by the Metro-
politan TVaterworks Board” be struck
out.
We realise, as the mover said, that with
the Minister econtrolling the water supply
throughout the State it is a case of
“heads I win, tails you lose.” We know
that every possible point is seored by the
Minister, that he holds up his end of the
stick. In Fremantle, though the seheme
aceording to the datest veturn shows a
profit of over £3,000 per annum after
payitg interest and sinking fund, eon-
sumers have not only to pay meter rents
but to pay special rates if their houses
bappen to be on the outskirts. And
though the Government ean charge on
the ratable value whether or not water is
supplied. they wigh also to charge, after
putting in meters, for the smallest excess
consumed if that excess exceeds fthe
amount charged on the ratable value.
The amendment will make the motion
cover every water supply district in the
State; it will put all districts on an
equality in respeet of the charge for
meters; consequently I have every hope
that the amendment will he passed.g

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): As the amendment if
paszed will involve a  eonsiderably
greater loss of revenue than the motion,
I was abont to ask that the debate he ad-
journed. The amendment will make the
motion a moch larger order, and farther
information will be necessary as to the
amount of the loss to be sustained. If

_members wish to diseuss the question
now I am quite willing; otherwise I shall
have te move the adjournment of the
debate.

Mr. G- TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
The Minister for Works, in charge of
the water supply branch, has I think
given the House all the information
which in his opinion is necessary on the
orizinal motion. I recognise that the
amendment will considerably widen ike
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area of the motion, taking in the whole
Government water supply of the State.
I feel sure, however, that no better case
ean be made out for any other Govern-
ment water supply than has been made
by the Minister for the Metropolitan
Water Supply, and I feel sure the House
will pass the motion as proposed to be
amended. The amendment enables mem-
bers fo speak on the question of water
supply generally. Dealing first with
the metropolitan water supply I wish tv
say that for the last few years at least
I have found dissatisfuction in every
quarter. People are dissatisfied with the
meters. Not only do they ohject to the
meter rents, but they find the meters are
inaceurate. Consumers are charged for
water they do not use, and they are not
so simple as to fail to perceive that when
they practically shut down their taps and
use rain water, using only a very small
guantity from the pipes, the meters
register a large consumption. Before 1
sit down I shall speak of a case which
came under my own ohservation, and
which I know to he absolutely ecorrect.
[Mr. A, J. Wilson: Meters are very
erratic.]  Undoubtedly they are. I
know cansumers who have used the water
for gardens, and the meters did not
register anything like the consumption
registered by the meter of the man with
no garden, who used water for househoid
purposes only,

Mr. Bath: My meter registered ore
when all my kousehold were at Kalgoor-
lie than when we were at Subiaco. It
vegistered 16,000 gallons for April and
May, and only 8,000 for January, Febru-
ary and Marel, when T was living in the
house.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is the position,
a position which obtains in many por-
tions of the metropolitan area, T hope
the Hounse will eonsider the necessity of
charging the people for the water and
not charging meter rent. As others have
pointed out, the rent does not press so
heavily on tbe very large consumer; hat
a small consumer who uses an excess of
1,000 or 5,000 gallons has to pay 10s,
for meter rent and 1ls. Gd. per 1,000
gallons for the excess water. That is a
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serivns charge wiieh iz not felt o severely
by a eonswner of 100,000 gallons.  Cases
have been bronght under my nofice in
Leederville, where L live, of people who
have used little or no water being com-
pelled to pay for £3 or £4 worth of
water in the year. [Mr. Daglish: There
are similae cages throughout the metro-
politan area.] | have been told of one
case in whieh the veenpanis only slept in
the house, wenf to business in the morn-
ing, had their weals in the eity, returned
at night, and nsed practically no water
except for making tea .in the morning
and tor bathing and washing; and an
aceount for something like £3 was sent
in tor excess water. 1 did not secure
the whole ,of the facrs in writing, but [
was told of them on the best autharity,
and 1 helieve the statemenl after com-
paring it with other statements which
are so familiar to those who live in that
portion  of the metropolitan area. 1t
would be much better if the charge for
nieter rents were discontitnued and the
water used charged for. Then people
wounld  know exactly what they were
doing, 1f they used water they would
know what they had ro pay for ity if
they did not, they wonld know there was
nothing o pay. Now they have to pay
the meter rent in either case, whether or
not they use the water to which they are
cutitled.  Notwithstanding the Mimister’s
statement thal the meters are accurate, I
wish to say that the new or “ positive”
neter is inaccurate. 1 know that of my
own  knowledge.  Perhaps that i one
reason why the Govermment have substi-
futed then for the old meters in the
metropolitan area. In reference to the
Goldfields Water Scheme T wish to point
out that on the fields to-day there are
people paving not only 108, a vear for
meter rent but mueh more. [ saw this
in Coolgardie, and I believe the eustom
obiains in Kalgoorlie, though I am not
sure. The department put a galvanized
iron cover over the meter, and locked the
cover so that the meter could not be
touched except by the proper officer. By
some streteh  of imagination the con-
sumer was charged 10s. for that eover,

and meter rent in addifion. The mem-
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her for Coolgardie (My, Fady) will reenl-
lect similar complaints.  Severall Cool-
gardie people are now paying for eovers
on their meters, as well as for meler rent
—-just asmuel for the cover as for the
meter; and the cepartenti veply o a
remohstrance was the department believed
that the meter bad heen tampered with,
and had locked it up to proteet it from
the thief. I say that is unfaly:  The
department whio put in the neter ought
to protecl it just as a shopaceper pro-
teets Dbis scales. 1 say it is unfair to
charge meter vent, aud it is doubly unfair
to charge another 10z because the de-
partment provide the ineter with a
locked ealvanized iron eover to prevent
fraud. 1 do not think even the Minister
will tolerate that charge. If it is pos-
gible for a szkilful engineer to tamper
with a meter, it ought to be possible for
the engineers of the Works Departinent
to frustrate the culprit without an addi-
tional eharge of 10s. for eovering ihe
meter.

The Minister for Works: Tf we find
a wire inserted in the meter, we cannot
prove who put it there. Tt is there, and
has probably been put there by the con-
swmer. What are we to do?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t is for the Minister
to say why this has been done. The
mafter was brought under my notice
somé five or six months ago in Coolwar-
die, One man who complained said he
cultivated an excellent garden withont
using mueh water; and T think the
authorities assumed that as olher people
neing larger quantities of water had par-
dens whieh did not look so well, he had
been tampering with his mefer so as to
produce a beiter result than his neigh-
bouis.  But the result was easily ae-
eounted for. He, though using a smaller
quantity of water, knew all ahout gar-
dening, and adopted dry mulching; and
though he did not put a drop of waier
on his garden for aboat twd® months
during mid-summnier, it was still greem.
1 do not think there ¢an be brought
agamst the Metropolitan Water Works
Board any charge of a more heinous
character, than that T lhave just
tioned in respect of the Coolgardie

men-



Water Meters:

Water Supply Branch. | am contident
that amvone who has Tived in the metro-
politan area will readily admit the dis-
satisfaction that exists bhecause of the
meter rents awd the new type of meter.
It is not satistaclory to the peaple; it
is ot a fair and just wmeter. I do not
want to bring up anything of a personal
character but I kpnow of my own know-
Tedpe that it is most ansatisfactory. I
Thope ke motion will be carvied.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (on
amendment) 1 want to reply to one or
twa observations (hat have been made
in reference to the Lype of weler now
used. We have tested this meter hy
putling in a masier neter over abont a
-dozen in one street, and we have found
the meters extremely accurate, We
have carried out independent tests by
passing so muel water through the meter
inte a weceptacle of which we knew the
eapacity, and we found the meters to be
accnrate both in connection  with  the
multiplicity of tests in the first case,
also in the single testx. 1 can also in-
form members whilst we have consider-
ahly over 5000 meters fixed, all onr fests
come to ahont three per week.

Mr. Taylur: DPeople have 1o pay for
the 1tesis,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
also test a eonsiderable number of meiers
on the report of the meter-reader. The
Govermment want to deal honestly  amul
Fawly with thix maiter. We (o nof wish
to make the consumer pay  for aore
water than he consumes. The elass of
meter used s also in wse in many of the
Tarwest water supplies in the old country.
It is in use i Routh Afrvieca and in
Bouth Awmerica. T do ot know af it s
in use i some of the other Australan
eities. All out lests have had one result,
they have =hown this meter to he an
aceurate and reliable instrument for
wmeasuring the water, 1 4o pot say that
it does nol oeeasionally so wrong, We
have lad where there has  heen
considerable  over-registration.  and  we
have had eases where  there s been
under-registzation.

Mr., Paylor:  The under-registrations
are noi hronght under vour noliee,

s ba U]
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any
wechanien] appliance is liable at times
to wo wrong: that must be admitted. It
a man pleases he can test his own meter;
[ have done it myvself, 11 you find a
meter is wrong., vou can tell just as well
as the Water Supply Department. and
vou can call the department in to make
a test, and if it is shown that the meter
i# inacenrate the Water Supply Depart-
ment have to pay ; it costs the consumer
nothing at all.  Every opportunity  is
given to the general publiec to make the
tests, m spite of what the hon. ember
for Forrest may say.

My, 4 . Wilsen: Cannot veu have
the test right on the spot ?

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: I
you can get au emply tank of a given
size oit e spot. vou can make the test.

Mr. Twyrlor: A meter may register the
hunereds all right, but when it goes on
to the thousands there is a possibility of
Jumping frome 100D Lo, say. 3.000,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
That s an extremely unlikely thing (o
happen with the positive meter. We
had a case some time ago where 5 man
tampered with the tens of thousands and
thousands.  There was no doubt that he
did do it, but the hands on the hundreds
of thousands registered correetly all the
time, and he forgot that, It showed such
a little difference thal he did not notice
it and that was how we detecied it,

Mr. Collier: But you lost the ease.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
costs were given against us in that ease.

We have had no end of trouble with
water eters, especially  on the felds

where thex arve using a differenr positive
meler! It 18 possible there tor the weter
to be tampered with: but 1 do not sup-
pose members wish me to explan: in the
House how it is done.

Mr. Taylor: Yes

Mr. Seaddan: These laumdries use a
lot of water.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
i possible for a water meter to be tam- -
perved with, and it there are eertain in-
dications that a meter has been impro-
perly used and hnproperly treated, we
have covered the meler up and we have
thareed the person with the cost of cover-
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ing the meter. I defend that action on
the part of the Govermment.

Mr, Scaddan : Only in case where a
meter has been tampered with kas a cover
been put on ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
is impossible to go into details beeause I
ghould be giving information to the pub-
lie which it is not desirable to give. We
have bad indisputable evidence that
meters have been tampered with, and we
know the person who will benefit by the
meter heing tampered with ; therefore we
should take all business precantions. If
I have a positive meter on my premises
and when the meter reader comes round
to read and clean and repair it, he sees
certain indieations that it has been tam-
pered with, he knows there is only one
person who will be benefited by the tam-
pering, that is myself. He cannot prove
I did it. Someone may have done it to
cast a slur on my character for the pur-
pose of getting me into trouble ; but in
99 cases out of every hundred it is the
consumer himself ; but we cannot prove
it, and in soch cases we cover the meter
and make the consumer pay for the ecover.
There may be one case in a hundred
where the person is unjustiy treated. I
wish to deal with the case referred to by
the member for East Fremantle (M
Angwin).  We have cases not only in
Fremantle but in Perth where there are
a few houses at a considerable distance
from the existing main the owners of
which desire water.

Mr. Angwin : This is about two chains.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If
the member will bring to me any case
where persons have been unfairly treated,
I can assure him the matter will be rem-
edied. I say in every case where the sup-
ply to the consumer will show a reason-
able return by rates on the eost of the
main, the water will be supplied to them.
Where there are a limited number of
consumers who desire to have a supply
of water, but the cost of the laying down
of the pipe will not bhe covered, or the
rating does nol pay a reasonable interest
on the cost, we say frequently that if
those persons like to pay a little more on
the ordinary rate for a few years we will
put down the pipe.
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BAr. H, Brown : What has that to do
with the eharge for meters ?

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS: A
remark has been made and I am entitled
to answer it. It is invarviably reckoned
that the main extension should at least
pay about 10 per eent. on the eost and
on the extra charge of laying down the
main. T think members understand that
if they pass this motion as it stands they
will be passing it in the dark without full
and aceurate knowledge of the state of
affairs.

Mr. Collier : A full knowledge of the
justice of the case, though

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : A
thing may be sometimes just, but not ax-
pedient. No wrong has been done anvy-
one, but it wonld be better if we devised
some means where a slightly increased
price could be eharged for water instead
of having a water meter rate. But at
the present time we have to guard every
avenue of revenue, especially with the
Goldfields Water Supply and the Metro-
politan Waterworks Board scheme. T
hope members will recognise that, The
carrying of the motion will put the Min-

1ster in an awwkard position, when we

wish to deal fairly in this matter.

Mr. Stuert : What do you snggest ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
That the motion should be allowed to
lapse or that members should vote against
it ; anything to get it out of the road
until the more complete scheme for the
water supply of the metropolitan area ~
is before the House.

Mr. H. BROWN (Perth) : I trust the
mover of the motion will push it to a
division. There is no necessity to ad-
journ it now. It has bheen pointed out
to the Minister for Works on more than
one oceasion that if metres were fixed in
all eases but not charged for the revenue
would be inereased more than one-half.
We have heard about the registration of
meters this evening and I would like the
Minister for Waorks to produce the books
of the meter tests for the last few years,
and I ean assure members of the House
that while I was a member of the Metro-
politan Waterworks Board—{[Zhe 3Min-
ister for Works : When you used a
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different meter]—nearly every meter
tested registered 10 per cent. to 25 per
eent. more water than the eonsumer was
using, In addition, I have advocated re-
peatedly that it would be far cheaper for
the Government to make every consumer
in the eity have a meter and give it him
free ; because during my term on the
Waterworks Board for every thousand
gallons of water brought into Perth from
the reservoir we only received payment
for 500 gallons. That $hows eonclusively
that if every one paid for the quantity
of water used the State would be far
better off. There would be no necessity
-during the summer months to have the
huge cost which is entailed by pumping
- in that beastly water we get from the
hores, We could practically draw -the
water for the greater part of the year
from the Canning reservoir and the con-
sumption would not be so great from the
hores, if any at all was required. We
conld obtain fresh water nearly all the
time from the Canning reservoir. Mem-
hers who are suffering from the effects
of this iniquitious tax should force this
motion to a division this evening.

Mr. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie) : I
rise to support the motion. I helieve the
charge for water is unfair and unreason-
able. Members from the goldfields can
tell members of this House—I can at any
rate—that on the fields there are any
number of empty houses, and the owners
not only have to pay the water rate but
the meter rent. That has been going on
for the last two or three years. I am
sure in Coolgardie alone there are many

*emply houses where the landlords have
to pay the water rate and meter rent.
In my own ecase in Coolgardie I have to
pay 12s. 6d. a vear for meter rent, and I
asked the reason and was told that they
had fo put In a 34-inch meter because
they were short of Y4-inch ones. I made
an application for a reduction some two
vears ago, and that is the end of it, for
I am still paying 12s. 6d. I think the
tax is unfair and more than vexzatious,
for. as the member for Subiace put it,
it bears very harshly on the small con-
gsnmers. The charge for meters should
he abolished altogether, for it is not right
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that those persons who use very small
quantities should have to pay just the
same as those who are large consumers.
If householders were allowed to buy the
meters they would jump at the oppor-
tunity, for they fully realise the very
large percentage of the cost that they
now have to pay annuvally. The Minister
hinted that it is only fair some rent
should be charged. None of us objeet
to pay a fair rent: but what I duv obejet
to, on behalf of the goldfields people, is
to paying for the rent of a meter which
is uever used at all. I hope the amend-
ment will be passed, as it will stir up
the department and make them give the
matter careful consideration.

Mr. J. C. G FOULKES ({Clare-
mont) : T have listened with great in-
terest to the speech of the member for
Coolgardie who deals with the question
as it affects the gollfields. I should liké
to hear an explanation from the Minister
as to how our revenue would be affected
if no charge was made for meters. [The
Minister for Works : T have given the
amount.] Not the amount as regards
the goldfields water consumption. The
member for Coolgardie dealt with the
auestion as it affected rthe Helds. and I
should like to know from the MMinister
if he ean tell us what the abolition of the
charge on meters would inean on the gold-
fields.

The AMinister for Works : The total
cost of the goldfields meters was about
£28,000, and you can take ahout eight
cr nine per eent. on that.

Mr, FOULKES : We have been told
that if these charges are abolished the
sum should he made up in other direc-
tions. So far as the motion tabled by
the member for Subiaco is concerned
there is great sympathy felt by every
member in the Howse. I have maore
sympathy with the people of the metro-
politan and suburban distriets than with
those on the goldfields. In the former
case the people have to pay sufficient for
the water to prevent the Government
from sufferinz anv losz whatever. The
people in the metropolitan. saburhan,
end Fremantle distrieis pay their vl
charges Tor water, and the people of the
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State do not  lose a single penny by

reasan of the fact that the {jovern-
ment of the day arve supplying these
districts  with  water. With  regard
to lhe goldfields, however, a different
stute of affairs exists.  That supply
1% uot paid for by the people. The
Goldfields Water Supply  Administra-
tion  pays a certain sum o as dividend,
bui T believe it has not paid sinking fund
for the last two or three years. This
amendment should not be rushed through
the House. It hLas heen put suddenly
by the member for Tast Fremantle, and
we are now asked to deal with the ques-
tion without full eonsideration and to
dispege of it in a rapid maoner.
" debate should be adjourned. The far-
ther consideration of the motion and
amendment might eansily wait for a few
more davs, [Mr. TWalker ¢+ Tt would
then he shelved.] I will take good care
it is not. The member for Subiaen
knows that there is considerable sym-
pathy on both sides of the House with
the motion, and L not think he is
very anxicus  for The question o he
rushed through in a eomparatively empty
House, {Mr. Collier : 1t hase heen on
the Notice Paper.] I know it has been,
bui there is a compavatively empty House
now, [Mr. Collier : Members should
attend to their duties.] Tt is a most im-
poriant watter and T hope that the House
witl agree (o the debate bheing adjowrned
for a few days. 1 bhave just consulted
the member for Subiaco and he informs
me he bas no cbjection to the adjourn-
ment of the debale on this question.

o

Mr. H. DAGLISH (on amendment) :
T do not intend te oppose the amendment
moved by the member for East Freman-
tle, and I do nol see any objection to an
adjournment of the debate for a wesk.
T think the House is quite able o see
that the matter shall cowe up again for
diseusgion, at no distant date. Tt is only
reasonable that the (lovernment should be
allowed to make any farther representa-
tions in rezard to the amendment. see-
ing that il was not given notice of, and
therefore there was no possibility of
their presenting a esse as regards if.
Tt is a reasonahle eontention that the
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debate should be adjowrned, and [ ame

quite  saliglied we shall reach he
motion  al  an early date. At the
same  fime T desire to sav 1 o

speaking as one supporting the amend-
ment  of  the member for BEast  1re-
matdle. for | revognise that either the
principle is right (0 regard the meter
rent  as separate altogether from the
charge for water or the prineiple is
wrong. If we insist that the priuneiple
is wrong in the metropolitan aren we
cannot say it is net wrong inh the gold-
fields area. We cannot make this a ques-
tion of geograpliical character instead
of one of principle. At the same time L
canunot see the diffieulties of the Govern-
ment. I recognise that the eost of ad-
ministration must be paid by the con-
sumers of the water, and therefore 1f o
small increasc he necessary temporarily

in the cost of water per thonsand gallons -

in order to make up the amount lost by
the meter rent, that position musk be:
faced by the consumer. The meter rent
is unfair in its ineidence, and that il is
unfai- is the ground of my attack. The
unfairness applies equally as well else-
where as in the metropolitan radins, and
the power to inevease Lhe charges so as
to realise the gross sum lost hy the
abolition of the meter vent will equally
remain in the hands of the Government
as to the goldficlds as well as in Perth.
Therefore I do nol see that the amend-
ment presents any difficulties that do not
ocenr by the ariginal motion, and I ean-

not  defeet  what  dillieulties exist in
cither. It is significant that in re-
gard 10 the question of  the jineur-

rectiness of meters  the adminisiration
took up altogether a different position

from what they «id i1 regard to
mefer renis,  [f the meter be in-
correct the person whe suffers from

that is not charged with The test, bat if
it he ecorrect then the cansumer is charved
for having it fested. The Metrapolitan
Walerwarks Board senl around oflicers
whe report that as the result of inspee-
timy  they have decided that certuin
premises should bhe metered. In oiher
words they say (o lhe occupiers © You
are uxing in onr opition more water Lthan
vou are enfitled to. and yon must  be

-
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muleted in ineier rent.” If the oceupier
turns ont o be nsing very muoeh less than
he is entitled 1o he is still charged with a
meler rent. Why shuld not the principle
of eharsing a person who is wrong with
a meter be applied when a meter is in-
sisted upen !

The Minister for Works : The fixing
of a meter makes an occupier careful.
Where he has bren wasting water hefore
he does not do =0 afierwards.

Mr. DAGLISH :  Consumers  fre-
guently complain that it is an ineorreet
svstem Uor the bhoard o make the meier
1ests, Kor ibey are wot saiisfled that, con-
sideringe fhe position the board ocenpies,
the errors will always be rectified. If an
impartial test were made houseliolders
would make wmueh more use of the pro-
visien which enables them to ask for a
test. T know of cases where it was abso-
lutely impessible for the eonsumers to
have used the quantity of wafer iheir
meters registered. 1 do not say that-the
majority of meters register wrongly, but
a fair proporiion of them do so. T know
ot cages where meters rewistered a greater
consumplion in winter (han in summer,
where they registered move when penple
were using tank water then when they
were relying solely on the supply from
the Waterworks Board, and I have known
hoenseholders who had no garden and
small families and had no use whatever
for waler outside of ordinary domestic
purposes, eharred with a €ar higher eon-
sumplion by the meter than persons who
were liberally using water in their gar-
dens. I am referring to cases now with
which I was closely eonnected and with
rerard to which I have been in the posi-
tion Lo gauge approximately what quan-
tity of \\ater was heing used, and 1 am
convineed that in some of ‘these instances
there have been mistakes in the registra-
tion by the meter. I hope the Govern-
ment will not vesist this motion with its
amendment, If it does so I hope the
House will uot listen to the appeal of
ibe Government. I reiterate that the
carrying of the motioh does not neces-
sarily mean any loss of revenue but
merely a change in the method of raising
it.
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At 6.13, the Spealker left the Chair.

At 72300 Chair resumed.
Mr. W. J. BUTCHER (Gaseoyne} :
move —

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put, and a division taken with

the following vesult ; —

Aves .. .
Nues .. .. 138
Majority against .. o1
AvEes. NoEs,

Me. Bornety Br. Angwin

Mr, Brebber Mr. Bath

Mr. Butcber Ar. Holton

Mr. Cowcher Mr. H. Brown

My, Daglish
Mr, Davies

Mr. T L, Browi
div. Collier

Mr. QGregory Mr. Hardwick
BMr. Gull Mr. Holinan
Mr, Hayward Mr. Horun

alr. Keenun AMr. Johuson
Mr. N. J. Moore Mr. Scaldan
BIr, Piesse Mr, Stnart

Mcr. Price Mr. Taylor

BIr, ¥mith Mr. Underwaod
My, Stone Mr. Walker
Mr. Veryard Mr. Ware

Mr. Gordon (Trliter),

Mr. A. J. Wilson

.

My. Troy (Teller).

Motion thus negatived ; debate econ-
tinned.
M. A J. WILSON  (Forrest):

Persomally T do not think the Minister
for Works has’ made out a case for
continuing the system of charging meter
rent which has for years nast cansed
so much irouble and annoyance to many
people, especially in the  metropoliian
aren.
Point of Qrder.

Mr. Walker 2 1 have lo asic venr
ruling, My, Speaker. as to whether any
favther discussion ean proceed after the
mover of the motion (JMr. Daglish)
sprke in 1ep|v before the tea adjourn-
ment.

Mr. .S'pctrlrer: The mover, as he
had a right to de. spoke to the amend-
ment. If the amendmenmi becomes a
substantive motion. the mover will have
a right of reply on the main rueation.
The questicn now i that the words
praposed to be struck cut stuwd jart of
the question.  That is whar the mover

was speaking to hefore the adjourn-
ment.
Mr. Walker :  The 1uover of a

motion, when he rises io speak a second
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time, rises to make his finai speech in
reply ; atherwise the mover eould make
half a-dozen speeches, and we should
never kuow whieh one was his reply.

My. Speaker : Standing Order 120 is
ag follows :—

A reply shall be allowed to a
member who has made a substantive
motion to the House, or moved the
second reading of a Bill, but not to
any member who has moved an order
of the day (not beng the second read-
ing of a Bill}, an amendment, or in-
struction to a committee”

If the amendment is not passed, the
motion then stands as printed, and the
nmover has the right to reply.

Debate.

Mr. A. J. WILSON : If the hon.
member (Mr. Walker) has no more legal
difficulties to raise, I will proceed. Iam
deeply grateful to the member for
Subiaeo for tabling this motion, because
I have thus become aware of what T did
not know previously—that people who
have had to snbmit to receiving water
through meters which are somewhat
erratic, and register larger quantities
than are consumed, have an opportunity
of recovering from the department the
amounts they have been charged owing
to the inaceuracy of the wmeters. Tt ap-
pears to me the very existence of a
meter in connection with the scheme is
due to the administration. The meter is
utilised for the purpose of giving to the
department a check on under or over-
consumption, and is primarily placed
there for the convenience and protection
of the department against any undue
waste or extravagance on the part of the
consumer. By the impesition of meters
the department are nat only protecting
themselves but in a measure they are
protecting other consumers who may not
be using a greater quantity of water
than they are entitled fo under the general
rate struek, If, therefore, the meter acts
as a check not only for the department
but for every consumer, preventing them
having to pay for people who use more
water than they are entitled to, it seems
to me toprovide an argument that the
whole meter charpe should be made a
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general charge on the whole of the con-
sumers, It does not necessarily follow,
though it seems to he so deduced by the
Minister, that the abolishing of the
charge of 10s. per annum would neces-
sarily mean taking away that amount of
revenue from the department ; theve
may be other ways in which the amount
so lost may be recouped to the depart-
ment, Even should the department
hesitate to impose an inereased charge,
it does not increase the charge on the
general taxpayer ; it only means that
there will be a more equitable distribun-
tion of the amount taken out of the
pockets of the people. The abolition of
rent charges, so far as I ecan see, will
have no other effect that that. Tf I have

“heard the Minister of Works correctly,

he said the Government had something
like €33,000 capital invested in meters
and that the rent was 834 *per ecent.
The rvevenue from meters would there-
fore. be £1,800 a year. If the ag-
grecate is  sueh a  small  amount,
surely  that amount spread over
the whole of the consumers of the
metropolitan  area  would be in-
finitesimal and would not he so irksome
or so objectionable if paid in the form
of a general rate instead of a specific
and speeial tax on forty odd per cent.
of the consumers of the metrapolitan
area.  And- if it wonld apply to the
wetropolitan area, it would apply with
equal force to all centres utilising water.
There can be no reason why the charge
for the same service should not be made
a general charge for the whole system,
and if the department find it necessary
for their convenience to put a meter on
certain premises, let them do it, but make
the charge on the whole system. At
present the private consumer has no
option. If the department wish him to
have a meter he must have it and pay the
rent. there is no eseape. Nolwithstand-
ing that year by year the meter may
indicate that one is eonsuming 5,000 or
even 10,000 gallons less than le is en-
titled to by the pavment of the general
rate. the departhment will still insist on
levying on him this additional tax of
10s. per vear for the right of providing
emploviment for someone to come along
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and read the meter. I think the time
has arrived when in the interests of the
general body of the consumers the
Government might easily forego this
rent charge and recompense any deflei-
ency by adding to the general rate for
consnmption.  There would be no loss
of revenue and at the same time the
irksomeness and noxicusness of the
present charge would be removed. I
hope the Minister will eonsider the ad-
visability of giving some definite pro-
mise. We know that if the motion is
carried it does not mean any special
obligation on the part of the MMinister
to carry out the wishes of the House.
It may east a moral obligation on him,
but he may not necessarily do so. How-
ever, 1 hope the Minister when he deals
with the larger scheme he has in view
will give us an opportunity of dealing
with the matter on lines whieh will give
creater satisfaction to the consumers in
the metropolitan area who are customers
of the Government in the matter of
water supply.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The object of suggesting an adjourn-
ment of the debate was to obtain in-
formation in regard to what it would
actually cost the country if meters were
done away with.  The Minister for
Works has already intimated that so far
as the Metropolitan Water Supply is
concerned it would amount to something
like £2,300, but possibly, so far as the
whole of the Government water services
are concerned, it may amount to £10,000.
{Mr. Walker: Not so much as that.]
The Minister has no figures here fo en-
ahle him to make a computation of
what it really would cost. Adding a
penny to the cost of the water, as sug-
gested, wonld probably more than com-
pensate for the amount invelved; but
it is only reasonable that the Minister
should be in a pesition to tell the House
what the cost will be, and with that end
in view an adjournment was sought.
There are many faults with these meters.
The Minister has stated that he has given
consideration to the nuestion. He has
alveady stated that although the infer-
eatizl meter is all right when walcr is
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cheap, still the positive wmeter iz more
correct. I understand that an infeven-
tial meter does not register when the tap
is turned on and the water runs slowly,
and—1I am not giving away State secrets
—that it is only when there iz a decent
head of water that it registers with any
degree of success. In faet I was in-
formed during the tea adjournment that
after the water is cut off the inferential
meter registers.  So apparently it has
its advantages. . However, the only rea-
son why we desire an.adjomrnment is to
ascertain the total loss to the Siate.

Several Members: Question!

The Minister for Mines: T move that
the debate be adjourned.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. oo 21
Noes . .. .. 20
Majarity for o1
AvEs. NoEs,
Mr. Bamnett Mr. Apgwin
Mr. Brebber BIr. Bath
Mr. Butcher Mr. Bolton
Mr, Cowcher Mr.H. Brown
Mr. Davies Mr. T. L. Brown
Mr, Foulkes Mr, Collier
Dr. Gregory Mr. Duglish
Afr. Gull Mr, Hardwick
Mr, Hayward Mr. Heitmann
Mr. Keenan Mr. Holman
BIr. McLarty My, Homan
Mr, Male Blr. Johnson
Bir. Mitchell }  Mr. Scaddan
Mr. X. J. Moore b Mr. Stuart
Mr. S, F. Moore i Mr. Taylor
Mr. Piesse . Mr. Underwood
Mr, Price i Mr. Wulker
Mr. Smith Mr. Ware
Mr, Stone , Mr. A J, Wilson
Mr, Vervard i Mr. Troy (Teller).

Mr. Gordon (Teller).
Motion thus passed, debate adjourned.

MOTION — WICKEPIN RAILWAY

ROUTES.

Mr. W. J. BUTCHER (Gascoyue)

moved —

That in the opinion of this House a
special board should be appointed to
investigate and reporl on the most suil-
able route, ete., that could be adopted for
the construction of an agricultural spur
ling to asist the faurmers of the Wickepin
Agricultural Area, i accordance with
the pelition presented by the lon.
member for Williams.

He said: At first T thought of amending
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fhe motion by adding after ‘¢ area '’
the words “and  distriet,” with  the
ohject of affording a larger scope for
discussion; but  on  looking  into  the
matter 1 found that to do so would be
inconsistent, and I therefore decided to
submit the motion in its present form,
In dealing with this subject it will be
necessary frst to give, as it were, a slight
history of the agitation for a railway
whicll led up to this petition. About
three years ago the Wickepin farmers
realised the necessity for a railway, or
thought they had: and they urged that
necessity  on  the Government, naturally
desiring Cuballing as a starting point.
Later on the Narrogin farmers, aad
those interested in another portion of the
Wickepin Area, joined in this agitation;
and they stated that a thiekly populared
district such as theirs was eertainly en-

titled {0 some small measure of con-
sideration. As a  natural econsequence

the baitle as to the starting point com-
menced; and the Navvogin people desir-
ing the starting point to be Narrvogin,
there was -imunediately a split in the
camp.  The Wickepin farmers  deeided
Ao ftorm a league—l1  think this wus
during the regime of the Daglish Govern-
ment, and the present member for Guild-
Lord was then Acting Premier. When
the league was formed they waited on
that  gentleman, laid their grievances
hefore him, abd asked thar an  inde-
pendent board of  inguiry  should  he
appointed o go inte the question of
route, obtain information and take evi-
denee on the question, amd wvpon that
evidence and informaiion  decide the
route of the raibvay. The Aecting Pre-
mier definitely promised that that board
would he appointed. The mewhers of
the league, thoroughly satisfied with the
Minister’s promise, did nothing farther,
quietly awaiting the appointment of the
hoard. The next thing ihey heard of
the matter was that a permanent survey
was  being made from Narrogin,  The

league again  approached the CGovemn-
ment.  [The Premier: How Jong  after

was that?] T cannot zive exact dales,
Complamt was made to the Government
that no attention had been given to the
Wickepin  farmers™ application for  a
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hoard of inquiry, and thai anothihg was
done towards fulfilling the promise of
the Minister n this regard.  No. 1
survey was ihade, as 1 have stated, from
Narrogin, and went out in an easterly
dircetion a distance of about eight miles,
At that point it was found impossible Lo
ao farther with the survey, because the
erades met were altogether oo great to
permit of anything like a decent line

being  constructed. The survey party
consequently  returned to  the starting

paint and began a fresh swirvey, striking
out almost at a right angle from the

Great  Southern  Railway into  the
southern  and  eastern portions of  the
Wickepin  district. By this  time ihe

leagae, whieh wus composed prineipally
of farmers in the northern portion of
the district  kunown as  the Wickepin
Agriculturnl - Area, saw conclusively
they were not from their point of view
getting o fair deal. and so decided 1o
wait upon rhe present Premier: and
they chose ax the fime for sueh inter-
view the wecasion of that Minister's
intended vizit 1o the National show ac
Narrogin,  Owing, ltowever, (o an un-
tortunate aceident with a vehicle, the
Premier  (being  tojured) was  unable
to attend the zhow and eonszequently
had net the apportunity of  hearing
these people™ elaims,  The Honorary
Minister sitting in the Couneit (Hon
. Al Piesse) represented the Ministry
on that oceasion al Narrogin, aad re-
ceived the deputavion.  Mr, Plesse pro-
mised on behall! of ihe tGovernment that
within eichl daxvs o veply would he sent
{ the elfect that a boari would be ap-
pointed to make ingquiries as to the best
roule tor the raillway. Up 1o the pre-
sent time sach reply has pot been sent.

The Premier: Dl you say they asked
for a hoard, ai that deputation?

Mr. BUTCHER: At (hat depntation
the Honorary Minister promised that a
board would be appointed, and effect
wiven to lheir original rvenuest within
eight days; but up 10 the present no
veply has been ziven. At this poini ihe
league. thinking it likely they would he

lett, devided 1o petition Parlament.
With  what, vesidf? They moi wp a
petition  (which has already been  pre-
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sented to the House), and they handed
it to the member for ihe distriet {Mr.
Coneher), pressing im then to present
it as 200n as pussible. In reply, I under-
stand that the member informed them
that the petition had to be looked
through by the Clerk of Parliament
hefore it could be presented; hence the
delay.  Probably the member for
Williams was unaware at that time that
a counter-petition was being drawn up.
He may. or may not, have been aware of
the faet, but such was the case. The
counter-petition was also handed to him
for presentation ; and, strange to say,
this counter-petition apparently did not
require to be thoroughly looked through
before presenfation, as it was presented
to the House within six hours from the
ntoment he received it. If there was
necessity for the one petition to be
looked thrvough hy the Clerk of the
House, surely there was the same neces-
sity in the case of the other. This only
woes to show that apparently the league
has not had that attention whiech pre-
sumably it deserves. No. 2 petition,
which was presented subsequently, was
signed by one man for at least eight
members of his family, and in several
instanees one man signed for three,
others for four, others for five or six
different people—some of them, I am
informed, Narrogin residenis with no
interest in  either route. A similar
charge. I understand, has been made
against  the signatories to  the  first
petition : but  what  truth  there
is in  that statement I am noft in
a position to say. The Government
will probably tell the House that
the promise given tn the lcague was
carricd out beeause they sent a depart.
menial officer. 2 Mr. Stoddart. whem I
helieve 1o be a trustworthy offieer, to
inquire inte this matter of the route.
Bui I am informed that he went oaut
from Narrogin and inspected the route
to the south of that district—[3fr.
Taylor 1 South of Navrogin ?]--and ihe
Wickepin farmers were not informed
that ithe officer was to visit the dis-
triet, nor that he was to make inquiries
about the proposed route ; in fact, it
was not until his return from the in-

&GN
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spection that a few of them had an eppor-
tunity of meeting him. So at least T am
informed. That statement may be right
or wrong, but 1 give it to the House
as I received it. 1 would like to point
out that these petitioners do not claim
preference for any particnlar route, and
this seems to me to be a point
in their favour. They say simply that
the route decided on is not in the best

interests of the Wickepin Agvicultural
Arca. Their eclaim may be right or

wrong—all T desire is that the promise
given by the Government should be
carried out. Members may be satisfied
that the Alinister before making that
promise in the first instance must have
considered that on the evidence brought
before him there was some justification
for the request for a board. That be-
ing so, it is only fair that the promise
shonld he carried out. There were no
fewer than 166 names on this petition,
the signatories holding in the aggregate
117,750 acres of agrieutural land ; they
have ringbarked 48935 acres, have
actually cleared 19470 acres, and have
under crop 10,997 acres. [Member :
How far arve they from the nearest rail-
way?] They may be any distance away
from that ; I eannot say ; but I repeat
that the Minister made a definite promise
that a board should bhe appointed to
make the inquiries, and he must have
been satisfied that the claims for a hoard
were good. It is only right to the people
of that distriet that the promise made
should be given effeet to. These settlers
were indueed to take up land in the fivst
instance, T have been given to under-
stand, on the promise that a railway
would be bhuilt, or that they would be
served by a railway.

Mr. Taylor: How long since is it that
the settlement of the Wickepin area has
taken place ?

Mr. BUTCHER : That T am nt pre-
pared Lo say ; it is a fairly old settle-
ment I think., I wonld like to read to
the House, for the henefit of wewbers,
a couple of letters which I have here,
written by the then Honorary Alini-fer
{Mr. . A, Piesse) in connection with
the matter, and I will allow mentbars to
judge from these letters whether (hey
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consider the Governmeut are ealled on

to redeem the prowmise made to the
people.

Mr. Taylor : The present Honevary
Minister 2

Mr. BUTCHER: The mewmber for

Guildford, then Premier, representing the
Government of Western Australia, pro-
mised o deputation and the mewmbers of
the agricultural area that a board should
be formed to inquire into the advisability
or otherwise of building the railway.
Tlhis promise was afterwards confirmed
by the then Houorary Minister of the
present Government, and the letters of
that gentleman [ will read to the House.
Here s o letter addressed io Mr. Rey-
nolds, of Cuballing, and it says :—

“1 am indeed annoyed to find that
the Government have not fulfilled the
promise I made the deputation at Nar-
rogin Show, and have written Perth
concerning the matter, asking that my
pledge be at once vedeemed. I am
very sorry for the delay, but it iz no
fault of mine. I reported fully the
next morning in Perth, and quite ex-

pected e subject  would  receive
prompt atlention.” Anyway I trust
there will be no more delay. Your

deputation made out a ease that no

seif-respecting Government could pass

by, and the inquiry should have been

held within the time I promised. I

have sent your letter on to the Pre-

mier with my remarks thereon.”
That was written on the 18th January,
1907, signed by C. A, Piesse, then Hon-
orary Minister in the present Govern-
ment. He again wrote on the 15th July
as follows:—

“T am in reeceipt of vour leiters of
the 2nd. and Sth respectively, the latter
covering copy of petition to Parlia-
ment, as sent to the member for the
distriet, Mr. G. 8. F. Coweher. With-
out in any way committing myself to
any partieular route, I feel at perfect
liherty to siate that your petition will
demand at the hands of Parliament a
more searching inquiry into the matter
than was given last year. T still con-
sider that the promise I made on be-
half of the Premier at the Narrogin
Show s still unfulfilled, and your
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petition should at least help to have
my promise earried out, as I intended
it should be at the time of making it.
Tt seemed to me at the time absolutely
necessary in the intervests of hoth Nar-
rogin and Cuballing that a move full
inquiry should he made, and T promised
it. How this promise was fulfilled is
common knowledge, and I am not sat-
isfied willi it. T take it thal your eom-
mittee will loyally agree to abide by
the decision of the board you ask for,
if it should be granted (as T trust it
may), even if it is adverse to your
wishes. I truly hope the matter will,
in the interests of both distriets eon-
cerned, be soon set at rest.”
This letter is signed by Mr. Piesse.
These letters wo to show that a promise
was inade and the {overnment recog-
nizsed that it was a promise.  The
Government are in duty bound to do
something towards seeing that this pro-
mige is redeemed.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) :
I second the wofion.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The hon. member has given accuraiely
the history of what oceurred n con-
nection with the proposed line, as far
as he can speak from the information
supphied to him; but I must say in many
respects 1 consider he has been misin-
formed. I have been looking through
the file while the wember has been read-
ing the last letter by the Honorary
Minister, and [ have a copy of his letter
to the then Acting Premier (MMr.Wilson}
after Mr. Piesse returned from Narrogin
Show, in which he asked that an inquiry
should he made, but he makes no stipu-

lation as to a report of any kind. Mr.
Stoddart made an inspection of that

line.  Mr. Sioddart is seeond in ecm-
mand to My, Muir, who is the head of
the Engineering Survey Branch, and I
do not suppose there is a man in West-
ern Aunstralia with longer experience than
Mr. Stoddart.

Mr. Johnson: He is a subordinate

ofticer all the same.
The PREMIER: Be is one who
fitls Mr. Muir's position when that
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ofticer is absent. and he has had a large
experience.  He surveyad most of the
bir railways in the old days. He sur-
veyed the Murehison railway, having
gix survey parties under him; ever since
then be has been in the employment of
the Works Department.

Mr, Taylor: 1Nd he travel over the
Cuballing line?

The PREMIER: Yes. In addition to
thig, 18 monihg ago T went over the line
myself, accompanied by the Surveyor
CGleneral: that was in February of last
vear, and as a result of that tour of
inspection the (fovernment brought out
their proposals in regard to railway con-
structivn, and L ineluded the Narrogin-
Wickepin railway in the policy speech
in May of last year, and nothing was
heard frum these people. This line has
always heen spoken of as the Narrogin-
Wickepin line, but there has been no
protest from the settlers, I had an
opportunity of meeting many of the
zettlers in that area, and during my visit
it was generally  recogmised  that  the
line would of necessity start from Nar-
rosin.

Mr. Johnson: Did you siate that you
made the ammouncement during your trip
through that distriet?

The PREMIER : I made the an-
nouncement i the policy speech of May
last vear.

Me. Jobnson: Why did von undertake
the trip then ?

The PREMIER: I undertuok the ivip
in February of lasi vear during the
regime of the Rason  Govermument. in
my capacity as Minister tor Lands, witl
{he object ot making myself acquainted
with the settlement which was going on
in the various districis east of the Great
Southern Hailway., It was the intention
of the then Government to du all they
possibly could in the way of vailway
extension.

MHro Fowlles: Thai was hefore von
made ilie announcement ?

The PREMIER: (n connection with
the lines mentioned at Bunbury, I nnly
made the announcement after heing
satisfied that we would be justified in
going on with the lines, and the whole
of theze railways were ineluded in the

121 AvususT, 19v7.]

Routes. 979

loan schedule of ihe Bil which we
passed in this Housze last year. There
was an amount provided for the con-
struetion of the Narrogin-Wickepin line.
and if 1 am not misiaken the total
amount of mileage was ineluded in the
luan schedule on the 27th of November,
1206 that was after JMr. Piesse re-
twned  from  Narrvogin, Lustruetions
were given by the Minister o send an
officer to inquire into the relative merits
of the Narrogin-Wickepin  and  Cubal-
ling lines. The Bill for ihe Narrogin-
Wickepin line had ihen heen printed.
but as a result of the difference of
opinim  between these people, it was
held over =¢ as to give an opportunity
for Mr, Stoddart (v mspect. M.
Stoddart made his inspection, and for
the information of mewbers [ will read
what Le had v say as a vesult of his
tour of inspection.  The nstructions
ziven 1o My, Stoddart were:—

“To inquire into the reiative nerits
of a light railvay from {a) Narrogin
to Wickepin. (6} Cuballing to Wicke-
pin; the terminuz heing the same n
both eases.  The information desired
is (e} Setilement and nwnber of
holders  within 10 mles  deviation
cither side of  central  roures, and
number of resident settlers: (L) Cul-
tivation within same limits: {¢} Arvea
available  for settlement within <ame
lunite.”

Mr. Steddart proceeded (0 Cuballing
amd hiz report s as follows:—

L have inspected  dhe country  through
which a railway woulid pass between + ubal-
ling and the terminus  which  shouii be
conunen in ease of the junction being at

vither Nuarrogin  or Cuballing.  Alihough
similar grades might e obtained  from

Cuballing vasiwards to those of the line
surveyed  from Norrogin, the country im-
mediately o the cast of Cuballing, aad
within 15 miles of the existing railway, is
vonsiderahly inferior to the correspon iingiy
situated  country ecast of Nurrogin. At
present we can get (on the survey from
Narrogin to tap the Wickepin Areuy 1 in
80 grades against the loads, amnd 1 in G0
on return journey o Narrogin, similur to
the line already being constrocted e vaoellie,
Whereas, by using the mais line for the
coal traffie from XNarrogin to Celulling,
amd thenee to goldfields, as sugpesiedl by
deputation referred to hereunder. le-ides
lengthening  the  Jine some six or =ven
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wiles, we have some long 1 in 60 grades to
contend with against the load.  Another
possibly  less important objection te this
course is that there is no existing water
supply at Cuballing, whereas there is an
existent supply at Narrogin., With regard
to the point raised by the Cuballing depu-
tation which waited upon the Honorary
Minister, Mr, . A. Picsse, on the occasion
ot the National Show at XNarrogin, that
there would be a difference of 15 miles
extra freightage to Cuballing by way of
line as surveyed ecompared with a direet
route from Cuballing ; the difference in
distance to the propesed terminus from the
two places is not more than two miles by
scale. So that, as far as lecal mileage is
conceruned, there would be very little dif-
ference in  freightage. However, the
throngh distance would he increased by
the distance from Narrogin to Cuballing,
viz., nine miles, and this rate is a differ-
ential one, the only difference to the
farmer, say in grain, would be 4. per ton,
assuming of course, he is railing his goods
to tremantie. 'With Albany, however, his
port of export, the amall difference would
be in his favour. But in either case the
additional or reduced freight is a con-
sidteration which conid hardly be taken asa
forcible one. The difference in local rates
as charged by the Railway Department is
—agsuming distance to terminus from
Cuballing to be 28 miles and to Narrogin
30 miles—3d. per ton or a total diflerence
to the farmer of 7d. per ton, or slightly
under a penny per bag of wheat sent to
Fremantle, but the ports of Albany and
Bunbury will in all probability be import-
ant factors to be considered, the distance
from Narrogin to Albany being 178 as
against 174 to Fremantle, and to Bunbury
131 miles. With respect to the arguments
advanced by the deputation representing the
Cuholling  starting  point, Mr. Paulet,
chairman of the roads board, stated that
the line as being now surveyed would not
tap the Wickepin area at all. 'With regard
to this T may say that about two-thirds
of the Wickepen area ia within 15 miles
of the existing Great Southern Railway,
amd the bulk of this two-thirds portion is
within 15 miles radius of the line being
surveved from Narrogin. The balanee,
viz., the other remaining one-thirl, will also
Ie within the 15 miles radins of the line
being  surveyed. A line frem Cuballing,
with the same objective as the line from
Xarrogin, would practically accommodate
the same country, but the objection of the
loeation of snch a line is as I have herein
mentioned. It is desirable to have practi-
cully the same objective as that proposed
from Narrogin, from the fact that there is
a lnrge extent of country to the South,
Senth-East, and East to he brought with-
in the accommodating influence of the rail-
The country I refer to is now be-
three contract survey

way.
ing  subdivided by
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puarties of the Lands Department, and which
will not be submitted for selection until
surveyed. Tt is most important that this
country should be. tapped, and consequently,
any other objective than that already pro-
posed, if to the South, wounld still farther
intensify the objection of the Cuballing
party. and if to the North, would militate
considerably against the interests of the
lands already taken up, and also that to be
taken up, and now being subdivided by
the surveyors mentioned.  Apart from en-
engincering questions, it is evident that the
line giving the best facilities to the greatest
number is one which would leave the main
line at right angles, and take a direct
course to its end. The route advocated by
Mr. McBurnie, a large holder, is opposed
to the principle of accommodation to the
greatest arca of country suitable to agri-
enlture, which prineiple would be lost sight
of eatircly by a line which in its diagonal
course would be too long in getting out-
side the limit of accommodation afforded
by the existing Great Southern Railway.
The statistieal figures given in eonneetion
with the Narrogin-Wickepin line would
practically apply to a route from Cuball-
ing, there heing no appreciable difference
on that head, viz.,, with regard to coun-
try under crop, land alignated, and land
available for selection. There are more
individual large holdings within the neigh-
bomhood of a Cuballing ronte, viz, Me-
Burnie 3,000 acres, Waldeck and Trott
ahout 500 acres, and Fleay about 3,000
aeres.  The line that Mr. MeBurnie would
appear to advocate iz along a ronte ridden
over Ly Mr. Moody some years ago in con-
ncetion with an examination of the country
through which a proposed line vzia Cuball-
ing to the goldficlds might be obtained.
This line has apparently been dotted on the
Lands Department lithos, and runs in a
North-Easterly direction into, or in eclose
proximity to Mr. MeBurnie’s land, but
would not satisfy the rvequirements gener-
ally of what is expecteil of agricultural
spur rallways, From the foregoing I
woulidl reeommend therefore that the route
which bas hecn loeated from Narrogin be
adhereil to. By plan herewith the differ-
coce in length of line from Cuballing is
shown as four miles shorter than that from
Narrogin. However, the latter line 1s
surveved and  that from Cuballing lanl
down merely from rough inspection. The
length of o surveyed route from Cuball-
ing” might possibly reduce this difference
to that sealed and previously referred to,
viz.. two miles.

His argument is that there is a difference
of only two miles between Lhe two lines
that have been surveyed. In the faee of
that recommendatian, and in view of the
information obtained previously, Cabinet
eame io the eonclusion that the line as
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atready  permanently  sarveved should
be adupied, and aecordingly the Cvhal-
Iing pecple were notified to that etfeet.
1 ibink the same gentieman. Mr. Reyx-
nalds, was written v on January 3isc,
and that letter veads:—
£ In reply to vour letter of ihe 28th
ultimo and the request preferred by
the deputation which waited on the
Hon. €. A. Piesse at the Narrogin
Show on the 27th November, viz., that
a survey and examination of the pro-
posed Cuballing route to Wickepin
should be made, I have the honour to
inform you that as the outcome of the
deputation referred to, the Bill pro-
viding for the construetion of the rail-
way was dropped during last session
of Pavliament, and the Hon. Minisier
for Works was requested to arrange
for an experienced officer to be sent
down in order that he might make an
examination of the rival routes with
a view lo obfaining an absolutely un-
biassed opinion. Mr. Stoddart, the
officer s appointed, after nmiaking =
very ecareful examination, reported at
lengih in favour of the line, as per-

manently  snrveved, namely from
Narrogin.  After having given the

maiter very careful eousideration, it
was decided at the last meeting of
Cabinet that the line to be constructed
should follow the present surveyed
ronte, as above stated, from Narrogin.
Whilst recretting, thevefore, that the
wishes of your league ecannot be
acceded to by the Government, T feel
sure that the members will realise that
the decision finally arrived at has been
reached only after most mature deliber-
ation by the Covernment, with the
strunsest  recommendations  before
them from the responsible depart-
menial offieers, ™’
In view of that. what other conclusion
ecquld the Govermwent have enme to? T
have bad a close knowledge of that coun-
{ry for many vears, having selected the
whaole for the W.A. Land Company some
20 years azo. and I knew it when there
was but one selection there. In February
last T went through the country with the
idea of seeinz what had been done in
the ‘way of agrienlfural development.
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[Mr. dohuson:  Yon o inspecied it
along the roads.] I know every portion
of Lhe country and I was glad to see
when inspecting it in February last what
had been done, more especially in the
neighhourhocd of the Jewish setrlement,
where excellent work had resulted from
{he operations of those people who had
only been settled there for a very short
time, I was acecompanied on that oceas-
sion by Mr. Harper, the Surveyor Gen-
eral, and the then Director of Agviculture
(My. Chaplin.) One of the great points
in deciding this route wasg the ¢uestion
of wlhere the junction should be made.
ANl who have a knowledze of vailway
working know that it is preterable Lo
restrict the number of junetions as far
as possible, Now by adopting the route
which was decided upon by the Govern-
ment a great advantage existed through
there being a  junetion at Narrogm,
which would also be the junection of the
Collie-Narrogin line. The one junction
wounid therefore command the two pro-
positions and it is preferable to have one
junetion to suit two or more proposals
rather lhan to have adjoining stations
each of which forms a junetion. [3fr,
Tuylor : That is a very weak point.]
It is a point which is taken very grent
cognisance of by anyone having a know-
ledge of working railways. [Mr. John-
son : You penalise the settlers in order
te prevent the necessity of having the
extra junetion.] I would like to know
how it can be suggested that any seltlers
will he penalised. I have had a map pre-
pared showing exactly the country which
would be served by the construction of
cither line. There 13 a common terminus
and the only auestion is one of junetiom-
g with the Great Southern Railway.
As far as the land being served is con-
ceined, one line has very little advantage
over the other, aid we must therefire he
ruided by ihe engineers as to ilie best
wrades amd the elicapest live to construct.

Hon, F. I Piesse : Is there not
another point to he taken into consider-
ation—the auestion of the future exten-
sion of ihe line to the goldfields @ That
was first thaught of when it was origin-
allv decided to construet a line from
Tollie to Nareogin,
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The PREMIER : That is a point in
suppart of the present route.

Myr. Bath : Who will take up that wild-
cal  proposition.

Hon. . H. Piesse : There is nothing
of the wild-cat about it.

The PREMIER : When the firewood
cuts out on the eastern goldfields they
will only be too glad to connect with the
Great Southern Railway. Ten vears ago
there was a proposal of this character
suggesled, and Mr. Moody rode right
across from the (real Southern Raibway
to Iellerberrin on the goldfields hne. A
portion of the eountry was reserved for
three or fonr years in eonneetion with
that proposal. and apparently therefore,
in those days it was not leoked upon as
a wild-cat proposition, 1 asked the
officers of the department to consider
the queslion of the line under diseussion
and Mr. Paterson, the Survevor General
and Mr. Muir were requested by me to
hold a eonference. One took place and
the question was discussed. Mr. Pater-
son as manager of the Agrieultural Bank
had knowledge of the distviet and a
number of his chienrs were there, there-
tore he was gu fait with all the eonditions
of the seitlement. The Sorvevor General
had a 1horough knowledge of the dis-
trict @ hot unfertunately Mr. Aluir wasg
unable to be present, and the sarveyvor
who had made the original veport at-
tended in his place. The three gentlemen
referred to went into the whale question
and reported as follows :—

* Afler carefnl consideration of the
engineer’'s report on  the proposed
routes of a railway exiending eastward
from either Narrogin o Cuballing, and
our personal knowledge of the districts
that will he traversed hy the suggested
railway, we are unanimously of opin-
ion (hat Narrowin is the betler point
Eor departure, and that the proposed
railway should follow the voute as sur-
veyed and shown i red on the at-
fached plan.  The alternative roule
leaving  Cuballing  wonld  practieally
serve the same amount of land from
an agricultural point of view as the
Narrogin one. We, however. advocate
the Nareogin route for the following
reasons (—Firstly, that it wonld be
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a eonlinuation of (he Collie-Narrogin
railway and is graded similarly with
the object of future eonmection with
the Eastern railway with a view to
future prohable traific in eoal fur the
goldfields. Secondly, if the Cuballing
route  were adopted considerable
lengths of 1 in 60 grades against the
load between Narrogin and Cuballing
would have to be negotiated, which
would considerably militate against
profitable and economieal work from
the railways point of view, especially
if the coal traffic fo the goldfields is
developed. Another argument in
favour of the surveyed rounte is that it
would bhe chorter in the extent of about
six miles from Collie fowards the geld-
ficlds.”
In the face of the opinions of these
various officers hon. members muzt come
to the conelusion that, so far as this par-
ticular railway is concerned, every pos-
sible inquiry has been made. I do net
ihink it would have been possible to
obtain any farther information of any
sort or description. The hon., member
whe moved the mofion stated that the
names on the petition were duplieated
and that the petilion he presented con-
tained names which appeared on the
second petition, and wice versu, We all
know that it is a very simple matter to
zet petitions signed so long as there is
nothing (o pay. 1 think that is the ease
in this petition. {3Mr. Horen : Both are
choek il of forgeries.] T have not lad
an gpportunity to go inte the names, bat
1 am informed by the Minister for Works
ihat there are numerous daplieations. T
think it will be found that the great point
on which the hon, member relies. that is
that the promise of the Minister should
he earried out, was carried out, and that
the deputationists had a reply within two
manihs.  The Minister said he conld give
a reply m eight days ; but T do not know
how he eould expeet that io be done, Of
cowe it did not follow that there weuld
be i olficer available. I da not wish to
wenry members by going into the whole
of ihe defails here ; bul I have the case
as i1 was presenied to the Minister by
hoil: sides, There were two depulations
waited upon him, one from Narreziu and
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the other from Cuballing, and the Minis-
ter promised that a farther report would
be jpresented. I have no record that any
boared was promized. amd there is no file
in the -epaviment which shows such
premise to have heen given. In the
letier seni Lo ihe Minister with regard to
the question, a board was not asked for,
but only that farther inquiry should be
made by an oificer of the department.
That promise was redeemed and you have
the repurt of Mr. Stoddart backed up
as il is aflerwards by the opinions of the
Manager of the Agrieultural Bank, the
Surveyor General and the Engineer for
Surveys. In view of the faet thay every
inqiary tas been made 1 do not think it
would be advisahle still farther to com-
plicate the issue hy having a heard ap-
pomted.

Mr., Stuart: If a special hoard were
appeinted. who wonld probably be the
memhers ?

The PREMIER : I can only sax the
hoavd appeinied fo inquire into the Jan-
dakci-Armadale line consisted of the
Engimneer-in-Chief, the Surveyor General,
and the Commissioner of Railways. A
previons hoard whieh consideved the
Coolgardic-Norseman route, in the timne
of 1he Daglish Government, covsisted of
the Stale Minine Engineer, a represenia-
tive of the Trallic Branch, and the En-
gineer-in-Chief.

Mr. A. . GULL (Swan) : Though as
a rule T am elad to welcome any ad-
ditional information that ean he gathered
hefore the House commits itself to either
ong route or another for a proposed rail-
way, I must from wmy own experience
decide to vote against this motion. TUn-
forinnatziv. no sooner do we decide to
build a railway than we have the same
old battle of the routes. I was for many
veurs a 1exident of the district in ques-
ilon, and eclaim a fairly iniimate know-
ledge of the country; and I c¢laim also
ihat so tong as ten or twelve years ago,
bevore tlie people were seized of the
aercultural possibilities of Western Aus-
iraiia, a line from Collie to Narrogin and
from Narrogin to a junetion with the
zolifields line was cons:dered, apart alto-
zether Trom the agrienitural possibilities
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of the rcontry, and as the best means of
ultimately earrving conl to the goldtields.
T know that ; and I wish the people had
thien renlised the possibilities of the agri-
cultural districts, for if they had I should
now be a few thousand pounds better off.
Although I sympathise with those people
who are not immediately to get a rail-
way where they wani it, I realise it
would be wrong to construet that line
to Collie and then go for eight or uine
miles up the Great Southern Railway,
and then {hrow out another line from
Cuballing, especially remembering that
the Great Southern line hetween Narrogin
and  Cuballing  ineludes  the  lheaviest
wrades on the Great Southern between
Beverley anid Albany.  Ultitnately coal
will be earried by that route. and ulti-
pitely we shall have those heavy prades
te conbend with. Those zrades can of
course be reduced; and I would not sav
that if the conditions were better from
Cuballing the line should not be buile
from there: but T maintain that if the
land east of Cuballing s good. the land
east of Narrogin is equally powd. And
without siding with one section of the
enmmunity against the other. I cannot
lelp thinking that the nalivnal poliey
musl be 1o extend ihis vailway with a
view fo junchioning ultimately with the
moldfiells Hne, T koow the eountry
betier (han most people, wilh the excep-
tian of one or two members of the
House, and 1 know the proper route to
fullow iz the extensien to Cuballing.

Ae. W. B JOHNSON (Guildford) :
Az a generat prineiple this motion would
revceive  my  support, because T have
always contended. and as a faet it was
part of the policy of the Government of
which T formed an humble memnber. that
a hoard should be appointed to consider
the question of constructing  each of
these aprvieuliural railwayvs. It may be
weil onee more to emphasise the fact
that the building of agricultural ~pur
ltines was first broughl prowminently—I
sav prominentlv—betore the country by
the Labour (Government.  Speakine at
the National Show in Geraldron 1 stated
that the Labour Government were then
eonzidering the auestion of the best
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means of constructing cheap lines to
assist the agricultural industry. And it
is remarkable that the first line we con-

templated constrncting was a line to
open  up the Wickepin Agticnltural

Area. We did that because the Wicke-
pin Arvea is one of the oldest in the
State. I understand it was surveyed
=ome fourteen years ago by the Forrest
Government. It was no doubt selected
hy that Government owing to the good-
ness of the land; and there is no gues-
tion the Wiekepin Area is a wonderfully
fertile piece of land, and 1s held by
wonderfully good settlers, who deserve
every encouragement from Parliament.
Not only did the Labour Government
intend to appoint a board, but aetually
appointed one ; and in considering the
proposed Coolzardie-Norseman railway
the present Governmeunt utilised the in-
formation which the Labour Government
wvained from a spectal board. The Labour
Government did not say, “We want
to build and it is part of our policy to
build a railway.” They said, ““We want
to lay before Parliament the financial
obligations that Parliament must assume
in eonstructing the line,”  We wanted
to give not a polifical view of the pro-
position, but a good business view by
competent persons; consequently to re-
port on the Norseman line we appointed
the  Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. James
Thompson, possibly the hest authority
in Australia on railway construction, the
State  Mining Engineer, Mr. Mont-
zomery, a good aunthority on mining, who
could give an opinion on the mineral

possibilities of the distriet; and we
appainted Mr. Douglas to investizate

possible routes, and decide what traffic
would be available for the line if con-
structed.  We had their reports placed
hefore us, and they were placed before
menthers when the Bill was presented
by the present Governmeni for the con-
struction of that railway. The informa-
tion was undoubfedly of great assistance
tn the present Government in arriving
al a decision to build the line. There-
forve, if T bad to consider the merits of
different routes, I should still support
a board of inquiry; becauge T helieve
the only way (o protect this State from
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a waste of money in the construetion of
agriealtural railways is to have com-
petent persons to give the best possible
advice on each proposition.  What T
fear, and what I feared when a Minister,
is politieal influence heing brought to
hear. We know what harm was done in
Vietoria by the building of politieal rail-
ways, and I fear we have had political
railways built in this State. 1 appeal
to members to proteet the country against
ihe building of lines which are not justi-
fied, and against building a line while
another line the merits of which are far
greater is cast aside. In order te shun
that serious danger T appeal to members
to realise that the only means of avoiding
politieal influence is for Parliament io
say, “We want a hoard of cowmpetent
persons to consider the question, to rve-
port to Parliament, and not to rveport io
the Ministry.” I wish to note the differ-
ence  between a board reporting to a
Minjstry and reporting to Parliament.
I know Mr. Stoddart. He is an officer
of the Works Department with whom I
cune in elose touch i respect of the
rabbit-proof fence and other big works ;
and he is unguestionably a very compe-
tent officer. But he 1s a subordinate offi-
cer, and it is distinetly uvanfair for any
Goverment to ask a subordinate ofticer
to report on a proposition adopled by
the Governuient who send him ont—the
very proposition ke is called on to eriti-
cixe. That is distinetly unfair to the
officer, and ¥ am surprised that the
Government should take such action. 1f
au oflicer is appointed to report un be-
half of the Ministry, he thoroughly un-
devstands the views of the Ministry, es-
pecially when he knows that a Bill is
preparved; and the Bill was about to be
presented to Parliament for the railway
from Narrogin to Wickepin, buf it was
withheld. The Government, bhaving ad-
opted that route; asked a subordinate offi-
cer to eritieise their work. Tt is not
likely that we shall get the hest possible
results from a report of that sort, for it
is a report to one side only,  Tf fhe re-
port favours the Government, nothing is
said.  Fvervthing is finished, and there
is no eriticism. Bat if Parliament ap-
pointed a board, the board would know
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that it did not matfer what was the re-
port, for there are two sides in Parlia-
meut, and the report would be criticised
by one side or the other. A report which
has to be submitted to Parliament 1is
more comprehensive and morve earvefully
prepared, because those responsible know
that it will be subjected to the keenest
eriticism.  If the report goes to the
Ministry and if it favours the Ministerial
proposition, there will be absolutely no
criticism of the report; and that is what
hags happened in connection with this
proposal.  The Government adopted
the report, and then sent ¥Mr. Stoddart,
a suhordinate oflicer, to report on the
propusition they had adopted. He falls
in with the Government proposal, and
his report is taken as a justification for
that proposal. I shall not attach the
slightest value to Mr. Stoddart’s report;
for after all, what did he do? One
would assmme froin the Premier’s re-
marks to-night that Mr. Stoddart went
fully into the question; and there is one
remarkable part of his rveport—I have
not vead it, but T will aecept what I
heard read by the Premier, when the
report spenks of Mr. MeBurney's route.
How does Mr. Stoddart know what was
Mr. MeBurney’s voute? Mr. Stoddart
did not see Mr. MeBurney. I have seen
Mr. McBurney dozens of times, and he
told me he never saw Mr. Stoddart, and
that 3Mr. Stoddart never went out in his
direction at all. [The Minister for
TWorks: Do you know that Mr. Stoddart
never saw him?] XNo: but I question
whether he did. And farther, I will tell
the Minister Mr. Stoddart followed
expetly the same route as the Premier,
but where the Premier branched off to
the Jewish Settlement Mr. Stoddart
branched off in the other direction, to
Cuballing. I also inquired into the
route hecause I have been greatly in-
terested in the mafter. and members
know that when each agricultural railway
proposal was brought up I appealed for
a board of inquiry, becanse I am afraid
of political influence being brought to
bear.  Therefore, when I was in that
loeality I made inguniries as to what sys-
tem Mr. Stoddart adopted in investigating
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the relative merits of the two propos-
sitions.

Tke Minister for Works : From whom
did you inquire ¥

Mr, JOHNSON:

The Minister :
people 2

Mr. JOHNSON : No. I went over
the route ; and that is more than the
Premier or Mr. Stoddart can say.

The Premier : 1 have walked over it
scores of times.

Mr. JOHNSON : I am speaking of a
subsequent time, after the line was
survéyed.

The Premier: I have led pack-horses
over it scores of times.

Me. JOHNSON: I did wot know Lhe
htn, wentleman had gone over {he sur-
veyed ronie with pack-harses. T apolu-
gige; T did net know it had been sur-
veved (hat Tong.  Mr. Sioddarl went to
Naveogin, sew BMr. Jdohnson the  land
agent there, drove along (he Narrogin-
Wickepin Road to Wickepin Hall about
26 miles and then from Wickepin Hall
drove into Cuballing, cought the train
and came back to Perth. FHe eould not
have possibly gol information from the
settlers in the loecality because the best -
settlers there did vot meet him, never
gaw him, were never interrogated by him
ai all; and how ¢id he come to his
decision?  He did not make any in-
cuiries; he simply took the lay of the
country and being a suwrveyor, got an
idea of the grades and afterwards got
all the departmental files as to the other
propositions. Consequently we did not
et a comprehensive report from MMr.
Stoddart beeause he did not make com-
preliensive inquiries. The only thing he
caitld do was to go by the files. In Feb-
rnary of last year the DPremier did
exsctly the same. He drove along the
Narregino Read to Wickepin, called in
at Potts’s farm, had lunch there, drove
to AceCall’s place and then across iu
the Jewish settlement. He had a par-
tieularly good time at the Jewish seitle-
meut. Consequently ihe Premier must
have only crossed the swrveved route
just elose ‘to the Jewish settlement where
the routc geis within a ehain or so of
the Wickepin Agrienltural Arvea, 1

From every settler.
Not from the Cuballing
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want the Huuse fo remember that the
Premier did not make a thorough inspec-
tion of the loeality; neither did Mr.
Stoddart  make a personal inspection,
Mr. Stoddarvt went down, stadied the
arades and was guided by departmental
files ag to the vrelative meriis of the
different  propositiong.  There are one
or two points in econneetion with the
history of this matier on which the mem-
her for Gascoyne was slightly in error.
The hon. member pointed out that when
the deputaiions waited on me as Acting

Premier they asked for a heavd. That
is not so. We had three leagues.

When it was announced by the Labour
Government that we were going to huild
agrieultural railways peuple came to the
eonclusion naturally that the first area
tv be served would he the Wickepin
area. BEverybody (honght it was the
hest proposiiion aud the  Government
were of that opinion. TLeagues were
formed innoediaiely at Cuballing, Nap-
rogin, and Pingelly, and deputations
waited on me from each place. I told
them that I was not going to pledge my-
self to any particalar route, and all that
T could say was that 1 would reeom-
mend the appeintment of a board to re-
port as lo the best proposition. T tuld
them that all we were going (o do was
to build a railway o serve the Wickepin
area. "The member for Gascoyne would
lead the House io believe that there nre
only two routes. That is nol correcl.
There are three routes proposed. As a
matter of faet theve are five.

The Minister for Works : Every set-
tler has one 1 suppose?

Mr. JOHNSON: Every liille town-
ship has one, and T am sorry to say the
fownships are considered by this Gov-

eroment more than the wants of the
farmers. Narrewmin comes along, Nar-

rogin s considered and the farmer is
forgotten.  Cuballing comes alimg, Cu-
balling is considered and the farmer is
forgotlen, T want the Covernment to
take more notice of ihe farmers, to ¢on-
sider ihe propositions from the farmers’
potnt of view, and from that point of
view almie. T want to clear up the
point ihat there are only fwn routes,
because =uell wauld diseonnt the peli-
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tion from the Wickepin farmers. 1t
there were only (wo roules, members
would Dbe safe in  condemning one
route and not urging another heeause
there would be only one other.  That
is not so.  There are five routes,
and econsequently there is every roow
for inguiry as o which is the best
route.  So much for the history of the
propasition. 1 would jnst like fo point
out that fortinately for myself and, I
think, fortunately for (he Stale, if I
may be nol thought too egotistieal, dnr-
ing the veresz T was working af my trade
in the Wickepin Agrieultural Arvea, and
in uty spare time I made it vy business
to have a good ride round that lecality.
I rode miles and miles ta wet a thorough
wrip of the relative merits ot these pro-
positions. T had  no  souner  reached
Cubailing than I was asked my opinion
an  the proposed railway, and when T
showed my nose in Narrogin T was im-
mediately assailed hy a erowd of Narro-
#in business people who asked me my
opinion of the proposed railway. T told
them that T had eome down to work there
and that T would use my spare lime in
going round to make inguiries. T will
rive (he Tlonse my experience in riding
from the S-mile peg to the ferminus of
the railway at the 2%-mile peg. T did
not eonfine myself to riding on the sur-
veved route, but I rode out in different
divections, mostly on the south-cust side
af the railway in order lo see the value
of the land; and when My, Stoddart
states that the land for the first 15 miles,
or the first portion of the proposed Cubal-
ling-Wickepin line, is inferior to the Arst
portion of the line from Narrogin, he
makes a mistnke. Tor the firet five or
six miles out after leaving Cuballing the
tand is fairly good and is under culiiva-
tion, but T adnut that affer thal there
iz a strip of infertor country, though it
is nothing like the country one iraverses
over the proposed Narrogin-Wickepin
line, (onsequently for eight miles from
either Cuballing or Narrogin the roules
cover practically the same vountry: hnt
after lenving the 8S-mile pez it is -

ferior couniry, and the faet thaot
a large portion of it is not selected
to-day, theugh it is within ten miles
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of the CGreat Southern Railway. or
il relected at all il is only just recently,
goes (o prove that it must bhe inferior
land. s proef of that ene ean ride, with
the exeaplion of perhaps two miles, trom
the S-mile pes to the Hanile peg without
gettine off tlie survey pegs. There are
no feneex, There are some holdings in
the gullies. We know that in the worst
enuntry we have gnllies of faicly good
couniry, and that is exaetly what exists
on the eountry traversed by this surveyed
rente.  There are areas ol fairly good
couniry in the valleys, bul outside those
it is sahwmon gwn  and shemk ; it is
spewy conntry, uabsolutelv  useless at
times of the vear. Severat times T had
difficulty in viding (hrough it ALy horse
went to his knees in this country. Fhere
are iles upon miles of it.

Hon, . IF Piesse: Was that couniry
bogzy in the summer?

Me. W. 1. JOIINSON: This was dur-
g recess. It was in June, early in the
winter. T venture to say I could not get
over it at all now. but even early in the
winter there were places [ had difliculty
in riding over. Not only does the route
traverse a considerable amount of that
spewy country hut it also touches a lot
of mallet bark ridges with miles of box
poison. I helieve we will eventuaily
utilise the spewy couniry for some pur-
pose or other, bui  these wallet  bark
ridges covered with box poison will never
be utilised for any purpose at all, and
one rides for miles over the surveved
route through this hox poison and tliese
matlet bark ridges. The route goes right
to the 23-mile peg before it gets any-
where near lhe Wickepin  Agricultural
Area. T wonld impress on members that
the surveyed line does not touch what is
known as the Wiekepin Agrieultural Avea
at all. Tt i= a misnowmer to call it Nar-
rogin-Wickepin Railway, hecause it does
not serve Wielepin at all. It goes with-
in a chain of the south-east ¢nrner of the
agricultural area, but it does not touch
it. Bevond the 23-mile peg it runs te
the Jewish settlement, and bevond that
there is bad country again, this spewy
ecuntry that L have already referred to.
Consequently alome the route it is very
inferior eountry. 1 impress thi= point
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on wembers, that in traversing thai line
one is $ix, or fo be on the safe =ide, five
miles from the gond country, Members
will follow we better perhaps when I say
that one ean @ miles through this spewy
comnbry 1 refer to on the sonth-east side
ot the railway. I venture to assert that
on the map the Premier hag to-night wew-
hers wili see it marked “sand plain and
inferior eountry” on the south-east side.
Consequently the Government cannol ex-
peet 1o wel any (raltic from the soulh-
casl =ide of the railway. The country
may be taken up some day, but if it is
it wilt be of so Tittle value that it will
rive very little (raflic and consequently
very little revenue to the proposed rail-
way., By iaking the route as it goes now
the Wiekepin farmer will be compelled
te carry six wiles (o the line through
inflerior country.  There are practieally
no farmers, with the exception of those
I refer to farming in a small way in
Itimitedd areas in these xullies whieh are
wostly Jamwoond with a little salmon gnm.
From the sonth-west xide of the area
Liitle trafiic will he received uutil the line
touches the Wickepin Agrieultural Avea,
and the farmers there will have (o eart
six miles away from Cuballing, which
is now their booking siation, hack to
the Wickepin line and then despateh their
stuff to Narrogin to get it hack again to
Cuballing. As a matter of fact, the
farmers elose to the line have signed the
petifion praying Parliameni to give this
hoard, They say that although they are
within five miles of the line it is abso-
lutely useless (o them because we are
making them cart away from their mar-
ket and go a roundabout wayv, and be-
cause it will be cheaper for them to eon-
tinne what they are doing to-day, carting
to Cuballing, the pearvest hooking station
to the pori of the State, namely, Freman-
tle. Let us take one illusteation; take Me.
Potis, one of the oldest settlers in the
State and possibly better known to aother
members than to me. He assures me that
although his land is within five miles of
the proposed line, he will not and cannot
us¢ the line; and he is one of the
strongest opponents of the Government
proposal, and one of ihe strongest advo-
cates for the appointment of a board,
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because he says the proposition is out-
rageous. He says, “ Why it is adopted
I cannot undersiand ; but it will not
serve the Wickepin farmers and it will
not serve me, and I am the nearest one
to it.” [The Minister for Works : Why
will it not serve him ¥] The position is
you are making that man eart away from
his market and take a roundabout route
to get back to a given point ; whereas it
would be better for him to cart the extra
distance into Cuballing, and save the
freight over the 38 additional miles which
will be entailed by the Government route.
Mr, Potts is one of the prize-takers at all
the shows in the Great Southern Distriet ;
he 1s a recognised authority on the
loeality ; and he says the proposition is
not sound, will never pay, will not he
used by the Wickepin farmers, and he
nmakes a strong appeal to TParlinment,
throngh the petition, for the appointment
of a board, becanse he knows that if a
competent board is appointed a better
route ean be selected to serve the Wicke-
pin farmers than the route proposed by
the Government. Myr. Fairhead, another
very old settler, is just outside the Wicke-
pm  Agricnltural  Area. He was a
seleetor from the original Great Southern
Land Company. [The DMMinister for
Works : There are two Fairheads.]
Their holdings adjoin. They are very
old settlers, who own a fair area of
country. The Fairhead brothers say ex-
actly the same as Mr. Potts, that while
the railway is praetieally at their bhack-
doors, it will go in the wrong direction ;
that it will penalise them unnecessarily
with extra freight, And they, the closest
to the ronte and the most respected, most
successful and oldest farmers in the
locality, are the strongest advocates for
a board of inquiry ; and they appeal to
Parliament to protect them against the
Governinent’s decision to bunild the line
from Narrogin to Wickepin. Let us look
at the petition presented by these far-
mers., They state in connection with the
route 1 —

“Your petitioners respectfully sub-
mit that the line as at present surveyed
will not serve the majority of the
settlers in the Wickepin Agricnltural
Area or distriet.”
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As [ have peinfed out, the line is six
miles from the nearest settlers on the
north-west side ; there are no settlers, or
practieally none, within a reasonable dis-
tance on the south-eastern side of the
route ; but on the north-western side the
closest Wickepin farmer is six miles from
the route.

The Minister for Works :
nane of the nearest farmer,

Mr. JOHNSON : T mentioned the
Messrs. Fairhead and Mr. Potts,

The Minister for Works : Are they six
miles away ?

Mr. JOHNSON : About five miles
away ; but T am taking the average dis-
tance. On the right-hand side of the
Narrogin route there is little settlement
after you leave Nairogin for abount eight
miles : but on the left-hand side yon pass
throngh Mr. Smith's farm, which T he-
lieve is now let on lease, and wyou
touch several other excellent holdings that
have been worked for years. These hold-
ings will provide considerable freight to
a rallway which will serve them without
penalising them to the extent proposed
by the Government.

Hon, F. H. Piesse © How far is the
proposed route to the south of those
holdings ¢

Mr. JOHNSON : The distance aver-
ages about five or six miles.

The Minister for Works: Are you
speaking from aetoal figures or guessing?

Mr. JOHNSON : When in the dis-
{riet I made inquiries ; and one ean esti-
mate fairly  within  half a-mile. es-
pecially when it is a question of five or
six miles. As a matter of fact, I rode
from the 8-mile across country to Holda-
way’s store; and I reckoned that from
the S-mile to Holdaway’s was about 12
miles, and that at a right angle from
Holdaway’s the nearest peint on the pro-
posed line would be about six miles. But
there are other settlers ecloser ; and 1
believe the distance from the nearest
settler in the Wickepin Agricultural Aren
would be about five miles, The settlers
closest to the line are opposed to the line;
and what ecan be said of those farthest
away ¢ I understand that the Wickepin
Avea, from the east or south-cast to the
north-west of it, is aboul 17 miles long;

Give me the
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conseyuently, if the settlers on the south
are opposed to the line, what about those
on the north ¢ They are 17 miles away.
Take Mr. McBurney. The distance of
his land from the route must be 135 to
17 miles. He has a very large holding
there, he is a very deserving settler, and
farthermore was encouraged to take up
his holding by a promise definitely made
hy a Government officer that the railway
would go in that direction. That is
where Mr. Stoddart gets his information
that Mr. McBurney has a route. IIe has
not a route at all. It is a route to be
found on many lithographs which can
bhe procured in the Lands Department
to-day.

Hom. F. Ii. Piesse : How far is Mr.
McPBurney’s land from the Great South-
ern Railway ?

Mr. JOHNSON : I suppose it is ab-
out 18 to 20 miles from Popanyinning.
The most distant farmer I visited was
Mr. Nalder, who has to cart 30 miles
from the Great Southern Railway. The
new line will leave such settlers absolutely
1solated .

The Minister for Works: Is the Cubal-
ling route better for Mr. Nalder ?

Mr. JOHNSON : I aw not wrging
that at all. I sav a better route can be
selected to serve the whole area.

The Minister for Works: Do you urge
that the Cuballing route would serve Mr.
Nalder better than the Narrogin route?

Mr. JOHNSON : No; T am not wrg-
ing Cuballing wversus Narrogin ; I am
contending for a proper railway to serve
the farmers on the Wickepin Agricul-
tural Area. T should like to make one
more appeal to the Minister to get away
from Cuballing, Narrvogin, and Kaian-
ning. Tlo not constder the towns; eon-
sider the farmer who has to get his pro-
duce io niarket. Give him the ncarest
possible route, whether the junction be
at Narvowin, at Pingelly, at Wandering,
or anvwhere else—no matter where it
Junctions, provided it is the best possible
route. I am not championing any route.
T agree absolufely with the Wickepin
farmers when they say the route is in
the wrong plaee ; and it is useless for
the member for Swan (Mr. Gull) to say
he is satisfied with this and that. He

[2]1 Avcusr, 1907.]

Routes. 289

knows absclutely nothing aboul i, and
still is perfeeily satisfied. So it is with
all these agrieultural railways, Mem-
bers say they are perfectly salisfied.
How can they he satisfied when ihey do
not know the partieulars of the ease, and
when they trust te thuse who bring in
the Bills 7 If T were bringing in a Bill
for a given railway, 1 should make out
the best possible ease for the route pro-
posed ; and I objeet to wembers swallow-
the everything said, and to the mewmber
for Swan  deciding oif-hand when he
knows there is another side o the gues-
tion, e will not wait to hear the other
side; he is satisfied with vne side, and
decides at once how fo vote hecause he
is afraid that if he heard the other side
he mizlit change his mind.  He 1= a
poor representative of this State, if he
will not wait to hear both sides of a
question hefore deeiding.

Mr. Gull : D@ T net tell you that I
knew the diglriet before vou wwe in the
State 2

Mr. JOHNSON: You saw the countiry
when it was not settled, and you imagine
that it is in the same state to-day. The
country to-day and the eountry as you
saw it are quite different. I wish the
hon. member {o see it now, and he wiil
change his opinion on this proposition
The petition continues:—

“While passing through the dis-
triet known as the Jewish Settlenent,
it emnpels these people, if they use it,
to pay many miles of unnecessary
freight, and this also applies to those
farmers resident on the south-eastern
portion of the Wickepin Area.”

That is the case exactly. The arguments
I have been using in respect of Mr. Potts
and Messrs. Fairhead apply to the Jew-
ish Settlement. The Jewish setitlers de-
serve every assistance. No doubt they
are doing good work there, and T am
happy to give them assistance and en-
couragement; but I object to penalising
those people, because the line as pro-
posed will eompel them to go away from
their market to get round to their mar-
ket. We can give them a better line,
save them some 10 or 12, possibly 15,
miles of unnecessary freight, and can
serve them with another line better than
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they cau be served by the Government
proposal. The petitioners say also:—
“YWhile we agree that the Jewish
Settlement is a district that is closely
settled, we claim there is another dis-
triet, known as Landscape, which is
thickly settled, and would not be served
by the proposed line, hut would be
greatly assisted by a more ecentral
route.”
The Landscape district 1s closely settled,
and equally as deserving as the Jewish
Seitlement, though it is a settlement of
a diftevent sort. The Landscape people
are absolutely isolated. Landscape is,
I believe, in the electorale of Beverley,
on the novth-western portion of the
Wickepin Area; and these settlers wonld
he served by o morve central route, as
would he the Jewish settlers. If we ac-
cept the Government proposal it is only
the Jewish seltlement that will be served;
and the Landscape people, who were in-
duneed to go there by the promise of this
railway, are left in the cold and will have
to struggle on for years; and if we per-
mil the Bill to pass, the Landseape people,
encouraged to settle there by o plan with
a railway shown on if, will be left with-
out any possibility of ever getting a rail-
way. Tle line built by the Government
will be too c¢luse to the Landsecape settlers,
and yet not close enough for them to use
it; eonsequently they will suffer severely.
Members should not be led away by the
argument which no doubt will be ad-
vanced, that we ought to encourage the
Jewish cettlers. 1 wish to encourage
them, but the Landseape Settlement is
of equal importance, has an equal right
to have the railway extended for its

benefit. We can by adepiing n more een-
tral route serve hoth settlements, and

serve them well. The petitioners urge
that, I urge it again, and I wish mem-
bers to take that plea into consideration
when voting on the Bill. The petition
says:—

“That both these districts deserve
every encouragement we fully appre-
eiate.  We respectfully suggest that
both can only be served in addition to
the Wickepin Area by the adoption of
a more ceniral route. The line if con-
structed as surveyed will compel the
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majority of the settlers to continue
carting their produce to the Great
Southern Railway, and prevent them
asgisting to make the line a paying
concern.”
That should appeal to members. The
Government proposal if adopted will
prevent the people we wish to serve from
utilising the line, whieh will become a
white elephant, and will not pay for
axle grease if it is constructed by the
proposed route. But a more central
route will make it one of the best agri-
eultural lines ever constructed, because
it will serve farmers whe have for
years past been in the locality, a locality
which was reecognised by the Forvest Gov-
ernmend. as one of the hest distriels we
have in Western Austvalia. The very
facl that the land was selected by them
14 vears ago and that a special surveyvor
was sent there to enconrage people to gn
an that land and take up that valuable
tract of country shows that ibese people
deserve the line, aud that the Govern-
ment are putting a burden on the State
by building a line whieh ecannot serve
these people. 1f members support this
vailway they will do an injury to the
State. If members are not prepared to
accept all I said, let them appoint a
hoard to test my utterances. I challenge
the Government to appoint a board of
competent persons to go into the ques-
tion and I ean assure members they will
agree witl the Wiekepin farmers that a
better route ean be adopted that will be
of henefit to the State. There is only
one other point I need touch upon, and
that is the eontention nrged by the Pre-
mier and whieh very likely influenced
AMr, Steddart in his report, and that is
the proposal to continue the Collie-Nar-
rogin line to the goldfields. " When that
line was proposed in the first instance
every goldfields member with the exeep-
tion of the Minisler for Mines was op-
posed to the proposal. It was pointed
out that the goldfields would not want
the Collie coal for years, and at that tine
it was proved by the then member for
Dundas (Mv. Thomas) aceording to the
forest ranger’= rveport that there was a
firewood supply of 14 vears in  cloze
proximily to the railway., and 1 suppse
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in the direetion of the Norseman railway
there is perhaps anotlier 14 vears® fire-
wood  supply. Theretore the Collie-
woldfields railway is not likely to be with-
in practical poliiies for the nexc 20 vears.
But supposing we admit it is for the sake
of argument, we have to realise that the
line from Collie to Narrogin is on a
1 in 80 grade, and if ihe line is to be
continted it wust be on thal «rade of
1 in 80. 1f the Government build the
line as proposed they will not ouly have
to make the grade 1 in 80 but if the line
is to carry enal to the goldfields it wil
have (o be a heavy line. There must be
heavy carthworks, Then the agricultural
railway follows the contour of the coun-
try; and if we say we are going to put
this line down as an agrieultural line and
ultimately use it as a goldfields line how
can that be done by following the con-
tour of ihe country? Extensive earth
works ave not earried out, therefore the
formation will be useless. The sleepers
used on agricultural railwavs are half
round and would not be serviceable for
a heavy line to earry Collie coal, theve-
fore the sleepers would be no good. The
rails on the line from Collie to Narrogin
are at leasl GOths. and the rails on the
Narregin line would be 45lbs. at most,
therefore they would he useless. The
Government say this is a portion of a
line to the goldfields, if so they will have
to pnll up the rails and take them away;
they will have to take up the sleepers and
cart them away; and they will have (o
shift the earthwerks. The propesition
ig not reasonable. An agrieunltural rail-
way is not suitable to earry coal to the
goldfields, but it iz uvseless for the Gor-
ernment te say this line will eventually
be continued to the goldfields. If ihe
Iine is carried to the goldfields I doubt
if members of the House will zee it con-
sirueted, hecause I do not think Collie
eval will ever go to (he goldfields. Still
the line may be constructed 1o open up
agricultnral areas, because I believe there
is some goud agricultural land along that
line, but the railway will never go through
in my opinion, to ecarry Collie ¢oal. If

it goes farther, from an agricoltural
point of view it may as well go
from Pingelly to Popanyinning and
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Cuballine. I do not know  {hat
I ecan way wmore wilh the exeep-
timm of making one more appeal to

members to pive this hoard of inquiry
The farmers are not wrgine osne oule
against another, but they are appealing
to Parliament to proteet ihem againrt
the Government proposgition. They ask
for the appointment of a hoard of ex-
perts, ecampelent men (o 20 into the
questiom, and they are satisfed lo rest
their case with the wmen:bers of that
board, because no competent Loard will
eonliim the Governiment pooposal. 1
ask members to vet away from what they
are drifting into, a considernfion of the
agitation of {be towns. We have Narro-
ein rvesidenis coming down asking mem-
bers to start a line from Wickepin to
Narrogin, half for Wiekepin and half for

Narrogin. It is wrong for them to do
that.  What we want is o szerve the

farmer, and X have ne ohjection ta the
farmer wrging hiz own elaim, but T ob-
ject to the townspeople coming into the
proposition urging the Government to
build a line to increase the benefit 1o the
towns. 1f members view the queslicn
honesily and fairly they must conie to
the eonelusion that this hoard of inquiry
shauld be appointed.

E.eplanalions,

Me. G, 8. F. COWCHER (Willians) :
On a point of explanation as to the peti-
tions T wish to enntradiet the remark
that the Clerk of the Assembly had any-
thing to do with the delay in presenting
the peiiiions. The facts of the matter,
as the member for Guildford knows, are
that T told him I was eving to pre-
sent a petition. and he said that 1 had
better see that it was in arder. He told
me fo take it to the Clerk of 1he As-
sembly who would see that the petition
was in order. Thinking T could get it
presented straight away, I went to the
Clerk, but I found he eould nat then see
that it was in order ag the House was
on the point of meeting,  The petition
was handed to the Clerk just before the
Houge met, and he informed me that he
would like to look into the pelition and
see it it eonfornied to the rules of the
Houze. Tf there has heen any fault i
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was mine and not the Cleck’s The
following day was Wednesday, privale
members’ day, and T said there was no
ey if T eould et the petition before
the Housze on the following Wednesday.

Mr. Johmsen : What did T tell you
when you came to me ?

Mr. COWCHER : T said there would
be no lhurcey hecause the following day
was Wednesday, a private members’ day,
and I c¢onld not present the petition be-
fare. After this the member for Guild-
ford came to me and said “You ¢an pre-
sent the petition te-morrow.” T had pre-
viously arranged with the Clerk thar
there was ne burry until the following
Wednesdav. therefore, 1 could not do as
the mewther wished. 1 want members
to understand that the Clerk was not to
bame, but that if there was any blame,
it was mine. There was no blame attri-
butable to the Clerk as inferred by the
memher for Gaseoyne. I deny that the
Clerk had anything to do with it.

Mr. A, A, Horan : Both petitions are
ot of order.

Mr, COWCHER : T wanted them to
20 bhefore the Assembly as eorrectly as
possible, and T distinetly deny that there
was any delay in presenting the peti-
tions.  Another petition eame forward
the following week. T laid the maiter
before the Clerk of the Assembly, and
that is the reason why the petition did
not eoe forward until the following
Wednesday, 'Those are the faets of the
case, and I deny rthat the Clerk of the
Assembly had anything te do with the
matter. T am not speaking to the ques-
tion at all now, only in explanation.

Mr. W. J. BUTCHER : The member
for Williams in making the explanation
to the House deliberately charged me
with aecusing the Clerk of the Iouse
with being responsible for delaying the
petitions. I emphatically deny that I
made the statement or any words that
can be considered to mean such a thing.
What 1 snid was that he was pressed hy
his constifuents (o present the petition,
and he gave as an excuse that he had to
leave the petition in the bands of the
Clerk of the House so that that officer
might see that it was in order.

Mr. Taylor: That is not true.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mi. BUTCHER: I gave the House
that statement and I de not attribute the
slightest blame to the Clerk of the House,.
far from it. I said that was the excuse
the member offered to his constituents
for nat presenting the petition within a
reasonable thne. He held it for a fort-
night and did not present it. That is
the statement I made, and I hope when
members comment on my remarks, if they
wish to prove my remarks are not cor-
rect they must absolutely adhere to the
trutlh of the statements I make, or it only
complicates matters. T deny that my
slatement accused the Clerk of the House-
of anything at all.

My, COWCHER: I would like to say
that the member for Gascoyne has not
been correetly informed. No pressure-
wis brought to bear on me to present the
petitien.  The member who spoke to me
was Mr. Reynolds, the moving spirit in
the matter. The member for Gaseoyne
has been misled; if he had mentioned
this matter to me bhefore I would have
put him right.

Mr. JOHNSON: As my name has
been brought up in conneetion with the-

presentation of the petitions, I had
a econversation with the member for -
Williamus and  told him  exaetly what

he would have to do. I told him that he
would have to vouch that the petition
was respectfully worded and ended with
a prayer and that it was in accordance
with the Standing Orders. When he
left me he went to the Clerk. He told
me that the Clerk had not had time to
leok through it and consequently he
could not present the petition. I said
“Very welll” T thought it remarkable;
T had never gone to the Clerk with any
petition T had presented; still T did naot
think there was any strong objection to
that; it did not enter inte my mind to
protest, The hon. member thought it
could only be presented on private mein-
hers’ day. T told him he eould present
the petition the following day and he
thanked me, and I fully expected it
would have been presented the next day.

Debate.
Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret):
After all the discussion with reference to
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the petitions under review, I would like
fo say that I understood to a small de-
eree from the remarks of the member
for Gasecoyne (Mr. Butcher) that there
had been some neglect on the part of the
Clerk of the House. I am pleased to
understand that the hon. member did not
intend to convey that impression. I
have been too long in the House to think
that the Clerk would be in any way
neglectful of his duty in that particular.
Ti is_not in my opinion the duty of the
Clerk. IFf a petition is to be presented,
the Standing Orders provide how it
should be worded and signed before it
can be presented, and how the hon. mem-
ber presenting it must assure Parliament
that it is in accordance with the Standing
Orders.

Direction as to Order.

Mr. Speaker: That is not the ques-
tton before the House. That matier has
been tully explained. Indeed I am glad
that wmembers have made reference to
the Clerk, showing there is no intent to
reflect in any way on him; but the ques-
tion before the House is not the presen-
tation of the petition.

Ar. Taylor: 1 think vou will find that
the motion conchudes with the words,
“in  accordance with the petitien pre-
senied by the hon. member for Williams.”
I take it for granted that the petition
I held in my hand is the petition which,
according to the records of Parliament,
was presented by the hon. gentleman,
and 1 believe I am perfectly in order
in discussing the petition.

Mr. Speaker: I warn the hon. mwember,
as I have done un several cecasions, not
only thiz gession bat in previous sessions,
that T will not take any dictation from
any menikber of ihis House. I have ruled
thai the hon. member must adhere tv the
strict business before the House. The
question of presenting the petition and
the fcrmality about it has already been
dealt with,

Mr. Taylor: But, Mr. Speaker——

Mr. Speaker: If the hon. member per-
sists, I shall order lim to leave the Cham-
ber during tke remainder of the sitting.

Mr, Bath: Before the debate on (his
motion lerminates, it is my intentton to
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address myself (o the motion, which eon-
tains the words “in accordanee with the
petition presented by the honourable
member for Williams.”

Mr. Speaker: That is right.

Mr. Bath: In addressing the House, I
desire to have some specific ruling as to
what is iotended by those words, *in
accordance with the petition presented by
the honourable member for Williams,”
whether in disenssing the motion the
question of the legitimacy of the petition
can he deelt with in its bearing on the
arguent as to the respective routes: be-
cause members should be in o position te
know. this, in order that they may keep
within the rales of the Houre and in ac-
cordarce with youwr rling.

Mr. Spraker: The Lou. mewber will be
quite in order in referving to the petition
in the manner in which ke proposes; but
the member for Mt. Margaret was deal-
ing with a matter that was disposed of
on a puint of order. It is quite within
the hon. member’s rights to refer to the
petition in the course of his speeeh, hut
there is no doubt in my mind the hon.
member wus a little out of order in re-
ferring to the furmalities in presenting
the petition. I only dezired to put the
lon, member in order.  That is all.

ir. Taylor: { am sorry 1 cansed so
much heat without any need, I was en-
deavouring to point ont, in eonnection
with the petition which 1 hold in my
hand that it was not alone a erime on
the part of the hon. member in negleet-
ing to present it sooner than it was, but
I want to say that it is a foreery, and if
I am not allowed to dea! with the legiti-
maey of the petition I cannot prove it.

Mr. Speaker: Let me explain 1o the
hon. member. without desiring to hurt
anyone’s feelings. The mmatter raised had
heen dizcussed; the point the hon. inember
took had been dealt with on a point of
order.

Mr. Taylor: There was no point of
order raised.

Mr. Speaker: An explanation was miade
which wus aecepled.

Debate.
Mr. TAYLOR (confinuing): There
were explanaiions by rthe mewmbers for
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Gascoyne, Williams, and Guildford, hut
there was no point of order raised. All
I desire to say, without perhaps raising
any more bad feeling, is that this peti-
tion has not been presented in accordance
with the Standing Orders provided for
the presentation of peiitions,

Ar. Johmson: What petition are you
referring to?

Mr. TAYLOR: The petition presented
by the Narrogin-Wickepin people.

Mr. Walker: That is not the petition
referred to.

Mr. TAYLOR: T am not bound to
bring forward any petition any member
desives. It is my provinee to address
the House, and T want to show that in
this petition, which according to the hon.
member presenting it contains 249 sig-
natures, after going through it, and not
very carefully, T have discovered 79 for-
geries, 23 of them admifted and 56 whieh
any person can detect as written by the
same hand. Ten names have been written
in one hand.

Mr. Cowcher: Ten good men.

Mr. Bath: That is sufficient evidence
for a board of quiry.

Mr, TAYLOR: The certificate, in ac-
cordance with the Standing Orders, is:—

“1 certify this petition contains 249
signatures, and is in eonformity with
the rulegs and orders of the House.—

G. 8. F. Coweher.”

The hon. member may have presented
this petition without having perused it,
without having reeognised and found the
discrepancies in it that ¥ have pointed
out to the House. T am not acensing the
Lion. member of knowingly misleading the
House, but it is the duty of a memher of
this House in presenting a petition to see
that ihe petition eonforms with the
Standing Ovders, and it is not the duty
I held of the Clerk. 1t only hecomes
the property of the House after it has
been presented and aeeepted. It is then
i the hands of the Clerk. This is the
only petition I have looked at. T know
twa were presenied, but it 15 a most sig-
nificant faet that one petition was in the
hands of the member for the disiriet at
Jeast a fortnight before this, and that
the two were presented on the same day.
More than that, T say it is the duty of

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the member for the distriet to give Lhe
House some of his valuable knowledye
of this distriet, as showing the necessity
for this line, either from Narrogin ur
Cuballing, It is unfair for a member to
sit in silence while members are discus-
sing a mafter eoncerning his electorate.
T waited for the how. memher for Wil-
liams to rise—[Mr. Cnwcher: There is
plenty of time vet]—but when he rose
it was only in explanation. e says now
there is plenty of time, after members
have given their utterances on this ques-
tion, The member for the distriet, who
should know the hest of the five routes
mentianed by the member for Guildford,
should be one of the first to spealk. What
is the member for; to give his opinion
to the House after a decision is arrived
at? T say that it should be in the ear-
Her stages of the debate that he should
address members.  There are members
who have not visited either of the routes,
and it would have been wise for the hon.
member to give the House the value of
his opinion.  [Mr. Bath: 'That is why
we need inquiry.] We cannot get infor-
mation from the memher for the distriet.
I suppose it is because there are two
camps. Perhaps that is the reason. We
have it that the surveyor who went to
report never traversed the Cuballing-
Wickepin rouie at all. [The Minister
for Works: It is not true.] The member
for Guildford who has been on the spot
says it is true, and T waz told by people
from that distriet that this surveyor never
travelled the route from Cuballing to
Wickepin.

The Minister for Works: 1 had the
surveyor's personal assuranece to-day that
he did.

Mr. TAYLOR: Then the hon. gentle-
wan of eourse must accept that assur-
ance, but the people in (hat area tokd me
that the surveyor never {iravelled the
route from Cuballing to Wickepin, but
that he accepted some cr parte state-
ment at some hotel. T do not know the
officer, but 1 say that what we have heve
to-night and the reticence of the member
for the distriet are justification for the
motion of the memher for Gascoyne being
carried. This House should be in pos-
session of (he report of an inquiry
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board. We cannot get the information
in any other way. [ am sure the ecase
made ont by the member for Guildford,
who put in some months there and went
to the trouble of riding over the various
routes and inspecting a large portion of
the couniry, shows there is justifiea-
tion. 1 have na feeling in the matter
whatever, Tt makes no difference to me
whether {he railway starts from Narro-
gin or Cuballing ; but while T am a
member of this House it is my duty to
gsee Lhat ihe people's money is cxpended
in the best interests of the State. That
is the only aftitude I am taking up to-
night. L believe there must be some fear
on the part of the Fremier or on the
part of the Government when they will
not let the light of day shine on these
propositions.  Whal would be the cost
uf o board of permanent heads of de-
partments, as these boards are composed?
No additional eost.

The Premier : You have had their re-
port ; T have read it to youn.

Mr. Jelhinson @ Thev got it from de-
partmental files.

The Premier :
ence.

Mr. Johnson :
years ago.

Mr. TAYLOR : I do not wish to de-
preciate the value of the Premier’s know-
ledze while he was going through that
portion of the Stale leading a pack horse.
I de not desire v depreciate his know-
ledge of the eountey, for T think he
knows all about the lnmds of the State.
His very training as a survevor would
c¢nable him. I believe. to give a better
opinion npon lands than any ordinary
person in the Btate. 1 do aceept his
statement in reference 1o that, and T
want to sav here that I am pleased that
his references to our light lines, whieh
he made 18 months ago. have béen borne
our by faets. [ musl give him every
eredit for having at that time staieil
ihat the Government would be able io
construrt these lines at a cheap rale.
for lis propheey ag i the cost has eome
irue. The arzumeni advaneed by {he
Premier as to the continuity of the line
from Collie an striking the goldfields ix
out of eonrt, for that line from Collie

From personal experi-

Like yours, 40 or 50
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1o Narvogin was in the firsi instance
brought down by the James Government
as a line te supply the goldfields with
coal.  When it was found that that
idea failed they brought the line down
purely as an agricaltural one. Now
the position is that the Government are
fryving 1o use fhe argument that this
line will be continued from Narrogin
in order to strike the goldfields railway
line.  When the Collie-Narrogin line
was sucgested  the then  Government
realised thal it would never be earvied
to the goldfields  junction in order 1o
supply fnel to the fields for thore were
then some 14 years’ supply of wood on
the Fastern Goldfields. This wood is
the very hest fuel in Australia for pro-
dueing steam. We have now the raibway
lite from Coclrardie to Norseman,
which is opeuing up another large aren
containing a finer supply of wood than
has been cut out by the Kuorrawang
Company, which has supplied the fire-
wond for the ftields for so many vears
past. By no streteh of imaginalion ean
the Collie-Narvomn line be ex, ected to
be continued to strike the goldfields
lire: and therefore (his argumeni used
by the Premier in support of the con-
tention that XNarrogin should be the
point of intersection for the line under
dehate is altogether out of place. In
discussing the Collie-Narrogin line we are
dealing purely wilh an agricultural one,
aud it s hardly a fair thing in this
Chamber fov the Leader of the House
to eome here dealing solely with an agri-
cultural line, and at the same stating
that it would be a line for the purpose
of supplying the fields with fuel. The
meinber for Gascoyne read two letters
from the then Honorary Minister (JMr.
C. A. Piesse). which the Premier las
now practically said are not  corveer.
[The Premier : What is that 7] You
said the letters the hon. member read
out were not exactly correct. [The Pre-
mier : The difference I pointed out was
thai T understood lie promised an ju-
quiry, but the member for Gaseoyne said
it was a board.] The impression eon-
veved to my mind was that the Premier
said the letters were not correet. We
have, however. a letter writien by ihe



996 Wickepin Ruilway :
Honorary Minister to Mr. Reynolds, of
Cuballing, on January 18th, 1907, in
which he says:—

I am indeed annoyed to find the
(tovernment have unot fulfilled the
promise I made the deputation at the
Narrogin Show, and I have written (o
Perth about the matter asking that
my pledge be at once redeemed. I ain
very sorry for the delay, but it is no
fault of mine. I reported fully the
next morning in Perth and quite ex-
pected that the subject would reeceive
prompt atieniion. Anyway I trust
there will be no more delay. Your
depntation made out a case that no
self-respecting Governmenl could pass
by, and the inquiry should have been
held within the time I promiged. I
have sent vour letter on to the Pre-
wier with my remarks thereon.”’

Hon, F. H. Pigsse : Did he say any-
thing about a board therve?

Mr. TAYLOR : It was an inquiry.
Then another letter was written as late
as the 15th July by the same person, and
the member for Gascoyne vouches that
the typewritten copy of it, which he read,
is a true copy. What the Honorary
Minister said in that letter which was
written to Mr. Reynolds, is as follows :—

“T am in receipt of your letter of

May 2nd, covering a copy of the peti-

tion as sent to the member for the

distriet.  Without in any way com-
witting myself to any particular route

I feel at perfect liberty to state that

your petition will demand, at the hands

of Parliament, a more searching in-
quiry into the matter than was given
last year. I still consider the promiseI
made on hehalf of the Premier at the

Narrogin show ig still unfulfilled, and

your petition should at least help to have

my promise carried out, as I intended it
should be at the time of making it.

It seemed to me at the time absolutely

necessary in the interests of both Nar-

rogin and Cuballing that a more full
inguiry should be made, and I pro-
mised it. How this promise was ful-
filled is common knowledge and I am
not satisfied with it. I take it that
your committee will joyally agree and
abide by the deeision of the board you

[ASSEMBLY.]
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ask for, if it should be granted, and I
trust it may, even if it is adverse to
your wishes.

The Premier : The Minister for Works
will read the minute.

My, TAYLOR : I am saying that in
the face of this letter there is no doubt
in my mind, in the mind of Mr. Reynolds,
or in that of the member for Gascoyne,
or anyone else who reads the letter from
the Honorary Minister, that, acting on
behalf of the Premier and the Govern-
ment, the Hon. C. A. Piesse made a pro-
mise that a board of inguiry should be
held. It is no streteh of imagination to
say that the word “board’” referred to
in the letter meant a board of inquiry.
[The Minister for Works : He did not
make himself plain to that effeet in his
minute.] I am not responsible for his
clearness or otherwise of his minute on the
file, I can deal only with what is before
me. In the face of those two letters 1
think the Premier should have carried
out what his representative promised to
the people at the Narrogin show. Why
was this board not granted 9 Is there
any douht on the ruestion of whether the
officer of the Works or the Lands Depart-
ment, who was sent down to report to
the Minister as to the most advisable
route, went over the ime at all or did
he come back with a rveport without hav-
ing inspected the route ¥ If he did so it
is about time the Minister dealt with that
officer.  [Mr. Scaddan : That was also
done on the Greenhills extension.] I am
not dealing with that propesition now, but
only with the one before the House.
[YMr. Seaddan: He staved four days at
ane place.] T am sorry to hear the mem-
ber for Ivanhoe make that statement. It
15 appalling to think that the administra-
tion of a department is so lax, that an
officer sent out to report on a railway
route should remain at ome place for
four days. [Mr. Scaddan: And should
depend on a policeman.] That should
not make the Minister for Works laugh.
He, like every other Minister, must de-
pend on his officers for such reports: and
if he finds that the officers do not re-
port faithfully, the Minister should not
sit in this House and laugh about it.



Wickepin Railway :

The Minister for Works: Will you vh-
lige me with a proof that Mr. Stoddart's
repoert is incorrect, when he assures e
he did go over the rouie?

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not wish the Min-
ister to misinterpret my statement. I told
the Minister that I was informed by a
person from that area ithat the olficer
sent by the department to report on the
route from Cuballing to the Wickepin
Avea never lraversed it.

The Mindster for Works: Do vou think
ii vight to give publicity to such a hear-
say statement ?

“Mr. TAYLOR: Perbaps the Minister
wishes wme to think that vespectable far-
mers when they eome (v Perth are people
we caniot believe.

The Premier: The Minister will take
his officer’s word in preference to infor-
mation picked up casually.

Mr. Johnson: What 1 soid was, the
setllers there informed me that My, Stod-
dart never interviewed them.

Mr., TAYLOR: Then where did he get
his information frem?

The Premier: From his own investiga-
tions.

Mr. TAYLOR: By dodging the settlers
on the Wickepin Area, or by dodging
aveund Narrogin, T have met several of
those settlers, some of them men from the
goldfields, whom I have known for many
years, honourable men whose word I ¢an
take, and they tell me as absolutely
eorrect what I have stated to-night, and
it is mnre than borne out by the member
for Guildford. And without any seep-
ticisin or prejudice [ ask, why do the
Governmenl object to a board composed
of heads of departments, a hoard which
will cost nothing to the State. and which
will invelve only the inconvenience of its
members’ absence for a few days from
their offices, making an inspection of the
route? The Government must be fright-
ened by the report. There is something
behind it. [The Premier: You would
always find something.] I am putting a
fair proposition to the House. [f there
is no fear of something leaking out, why
prevent an inquiry by a board? We can
get no information from the member for
the distriet. We have heard of the Pre-
mier’s knowledge of the country, aequired
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some years ago when le went through it
with a pack-horse. The Premier, when
a youth, was not thinking of how many
sleepers it would take fo a  mile, or
whether white ants would eat salmon gum.
We want more evidence than a mere
statement hy the Premier that he knows
the country, and we have it that the
ofticer whe wenl down io report never
traversed the line. The Minister says he
did; hut we have uverwhelming lestimony
that the efficer never inlerviewed any
settlers on the Wickepin Area, the people
concerned, Surely in common fairness to
those people the officer should have come
in econtact with them. [Mr. Johnson:
As the board did at Norseman, where
they inierviewed everybedy.] Yes; Tam
told they interviewed everybody. The
hoard consisted of zentlemen appointed
by the Labour Government ; the present
Glovernmtent in building the Norseman
line are now acting un the advice of those
gentlemen; and no zection of the people
in the district served hy that line are
growling about the rvoute. They know
it is no use petitioning the House; that
the pro’s and eon’s were investizated by
men competent to weigh them, They
know the inquiry was not conducled by
one oflficer who never went over the route,
as is alleged in the present case, When
T speak of the seitlers T have interviewed
1 do noi speak of the people of Cuballing.
I am not aware that one of them spoke
to me about the propoesal, but the Wicke-
pin settlers have asked me to represent
them, 1o gel some inquirv to ensure fair
play at the hands of the Goveinumeni.
The matter does not affect me or iy
constituents. I ecould with greaier ease
sit in silence, not advoeating the settlers’
ease to-night, when their own representa-
tives are absolufely silent and will not
give the House any information as Lo
the route this line should take in (he in-
terests of their own electorate and of the
State. That information should have
heen given at the outset. 1 would point
out with all due respect that the wember
for ile distriet should have piven that
information in the early part of the de-
hate, te guide memhers who eould not
visit the locality. Tf this were a pro-
jected raitlway for the Mt. Margaret dis-
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triet, and there were a batile of routes,
and if my eonstituents were pulling two
ways, I Hatter myself 1 should have the
courage of my convietions, and should
fruin my place in the Honse tell the Gov-
ernment which ronte 1 considered pre-
ferable. 1 mway refer members in a
motion in the old Assembly Chamber,
when the member for York (Mre. Mon-
ger) moved that a railway be uot eon-
tinved from dialeols to Leonora but be
continued to Lawlers. T then represented
the whole of that lervitory, 1 apposed
his motion, and lie  was  unsiecessful,
Had I been like members opposite, who

sit  In silence, frightened (o take re-
sponsibility, frightened to  tell the
House what they believe to be the
best  proposition, [ should have fol-

lowed their example. I am confident
the member for Williams (ALlr. Coweher)
is not void of knowledge. THHe Lknows
whieh is the best voute. On rthat point
1 should not pic my koowledge aguainst
his 3 but 1 pit myvself against him i
trving to get justice for the Wickepin
settlers ; and I say those people arve
justified  in  demanding a board of in-
quiry, and their claini is doobly eonvine-
ing when I find the Clovernment oppos-
ing the motion, and that a petition pre-
senied to this House is a forgery, which
I challenge any member to deny ; and
when 1 find that ancther petition was
held back for a fortnight till the forgery
came along, [Member : Unintention-
ally.] Then it is a strange coincidence,
s0 sirange that it would net do for the
electors of Mt. Mavgaret ; and I do not
think it will suit the Wickepin Area
peaple either. T am pleased to know
the =addie has heen put on the right
horse with regard to these petitions and
fheir presentation. I want to ask, when
a petition is presented to the House und
it is proved bheyond doubt that the House
has been misled and that the petition does
not eomply with the Standing Orders,
what action can be taken 7 [Mr. Scad-
dar : The hon. member should withdraw
it at once.] If the member for Ivanhoe
were Speaker and he gave that ruling T
would ask that the petition be withdrawn
by the member, bul 1 ask what aclion
would be taken ?  The Gtovernment have
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heen petitioned by these people 1o ex-
peid a certain amount of mouey on their
territory,  The pefition is a frand. I
o not wanl such a frawnd percpretraied
in this Honse again. 1  have gone.
through the pelition and eompared the
handwriting, and L say that there ave 79
Tfravd« : 23 are admitied.  There has
beeu a case made wsul in favour of the
Government wilhdrawing frum the posi-
tion they have taken up and appointing
a hoard. Tn justifieation to the officer
it is wweeessary  that  something  more
should he done to prove whether he is
suilty of what he has heen eharged with
by (e penple living in that area, or
whether he is innocent. I am one of the-
lust to eharge any wan——

The Minister for Warks : One of the
first. =

Mr, TAYLOR : [ have never made a
eharge ver which T have vnot proved up
to the hile. T am not making a charge
nanw,

The Jinister for Waorks : No, you will
squeeze out of it somehow,

Mr. TAYLOR : The hon. member
knows something about squeezing. They
do wrine clothes I believe. YWhen Min-
isters inferject, they must take what they
wet.  1£ T interjeet, T do not strangle my
narrative and leave the Chamber. There
iz overwhelming testimony for giving
thoye =eitlers o fair show ; there is evi-
dence of the necessity for railway eom-
munieation to this area. I support the
motion,

My, G. 8. F. COWCHER (Williams) =
T wish {0 say T am perfectly satisfied
that the people on the east side of the
line and others cannol possibly be served
with one railway. There at people at
Landscape and Pingelly, and those on
the eastern side, who ¢an possibly be
served with the one railway ; and we
want one line to serve the majority of
the people in the best interests of the
State as a whole ; but T contend that one
line will not be able to serve them all.
About ane-half of the people who signed
the petition from Cuballing have nothing
whatever te do with my electorate. The
member for Guildford has stated that
there i poor land ont sonth of Narrogin
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and alse east of Cuballing ; that is a
fact. Owne will find poor country no
matier where one goes in thuse paris ;
bhut poessibly the member for Guildford
did not see the country round about the
Takes, Tid the hon. mewber g¢ reund
the lakes ?

My, Johnson : They are in a different
divection altogether.

Mr, COWCHER : Nu, the lakes are in
thix direction. They are not large lakes,
but small elaypans. The line may go
in o north-easterly direction, not as
a goldfields railway altogether, but as an
agricultural line (o open up the eountry,
and if it were su desired Lhe line eould
joinr with the Greenhills line. 1 have al-
ways advocated o line in that direetion,
and T contend that a line should go in
ithat direction, or through the eastern
portion of the disirict, and ultimately
Junetion with the goldfields line. The
country  warrants il as an agrieullural
railway. T have nof wmade a personal
inspection of the line, buf I know the
eountry and I eontend that it is good
and of a similar character rizht through,
with the exception of small patches.
Oceasionally one might come aevoss a
small sandplain, but that is soon got
over, Select commitiees and Royal
Commissions, as far as T have seen since
T have heen a member of the House, do
no good.

Mr. Taylor :
commitiee.

My, COWCHER @ Tt is of a similar
character : it is an inguiry to iake the
responsibility from the Government,
and I contend thal any Government who
have not backhone encuzh to stand by
their own convictions should be got out
and let another Governnent come in.

This will not be a seleet

Mr. Taylar : T have heen thinking that
for two vewrs.

Mr. COWCHER : T do not believe in
putling responsibility on other people’s
shoulders. 1f we have a Government let
them take the responsibility.

Mr. Taylor : We have not wune.

Mr. COWCHER : I contend we have
a Government who can take the respon-
sibility. but if they are not able to do it,
then they should lei others fake it.

T2l Aveusr, 1907.]

Eoutes. 499

Mr. Llwgwin : Do you helieve that in
repard 1o the Wagin flour-mill ?

Mr. COWCHER : When we cone io
deal with the Wagin four-mill I shall
speak in ihe same manner as I do now.
Whatever I have to say I shall say fear-
lessly, whether I please anyone or not.
It is uot the people near the CGreat
Southern Railway this line i5 to serve
it is the people back from that railway.
Those near the railway ave fighting the
hatile of the rvoutes while the people in
the back country suffer.  We want to
serve the people in the back country, and
I hope ihat the Government will ring
down a Bill for the route as outlined by
them.

On motion by the 3tinister for Works,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The FHouse adjourned at
o’c¢lock, until the next day.

10.31

Legislative Counctl,
Thursday, 22nd August, 1907,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.
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